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Luke 4 NKJV – Jesus’ Temptation and First Galilean Ministry
This chapter marks the beginning of Jesus public ministry. It is divided into three
main sections:
· The temptation of Jesus in the wilderness
· His initial ministry and teaching
· Healing

The Temptation of Jesus vss 1-13
The narrative of Jesus temptation provides the last stage in Jesus’ preparation for
ministry. The theme of the temptation is the steadfast obedience of the Son to
the father. (Zondervan Illustrated Bible Background Commentary)
1 Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was
led by the Spirit into the wilderness,
TO BE CLEAR “being filled “, MARK 3:20-21 reads: “When all the people were
baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was baptized; and while He prayed, the
heaven was opened. And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove
upon Him, and a voice came from heaven which said, “You are My beloved Son; in
You I am well pleased.””
2 being tempted for forty days by the devil. And in those days, He ate nothing,
and afterward, when they had ended, He was hungry.

Note: Satan’s name in Hebrew means “adversary or accuser” appears in the
in the Old Testament as the tester or accuser of God’s people”
3 And the devil said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, command this stone to
become bread."

https://www.biblestudytools.com/nkjv/luke/4-1.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nkjv/luke/4-2.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nkjv/luke/4-3.html
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4 But Jesus answered him, saying, "IT IS WRITEN, 'Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word of God.' "
5 Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain, showed Him all the
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.
It seems best to understand this as a mental or spiritual vision. The experience
and the temptation were real, but there doesn’t seem to be a mountain high
enough to literally see all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time /David
Guzike
6 And the devil said to Him, "All this authority I will give You, and their glory; for
this has been delivered to me, and I give it to whomever I wish.
7 Therefore, if You will worship before me, all will be Yours."

Note: “it is generally understood the devil possesses significant but limited
authority over worldly systems and people who are under the power of sin. He
does not own the world independently of God or act outside of God’s control. His
authority is limited and temporary. God remains sovereign over all creation.”
8 And Jesus answered and said to him, "Get behind Me, Satan! FOR IT IS
WRITTEN, 'You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.' "
{“Get behind Me, Satan!” In this, Jesus fulfilled the exhortation later expressed
in James 4:7 Resist the devil and he will flee from you}

9 Then he brought Him to Jerusalem, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and
said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here.
10 For it is written: 'He shall give His angels charge over you, To keep you,'
11 "and, 'In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a
stone. "

https://www.biblestudytools.com/nkjv/luke/4-4.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nkjv/luke/4-5.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nkjv/luke/4-8.html
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12 And Jesus answered and said to him, "IT HAS BEEN SAID, 'YOU SHALL NOT
TEMPT THE LORD YOUR GOD. "
13 Now when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from Him until
an opportune time.

Let’s track those verses:
After Jesus baptism, full of the Holy Spirit, is led into the wilderness for forty days,
where He fasts and faced temptation from the devil.” This period mirrors Israel’s
forty years in the wilderness and Moses ‘forty days on Mount Sini, symbolizing
preparation and testing.
The temptation focusses on three areas:
· Physical needs: Satan urges Jesus to turn stones into bread ( “to satisfy

hunger”)
Jesus responds, quoting Deuteronomy 8:3 reads” man shall not live by
bread alone, demonstrating reliance on God’s word rather than personal
power.

· Worldly power: Satan offers dominion over all kingdoms if Jesus worship
him.
Jesus counters with Durotomy 6:13, offering worship service to God.

· Testing God’s protection: Satan challenges Jesus to throw Himself from the
temple pinnacle.
Jesus replies, “you shall not put the Lord your God to the test (Durotomy
6;16) showing trust without presumption.

Jesus resists each temptation by quoting scripture, emphasizing dependence on
God, obedience, and spiritual priorities over physical needs (Bible Hub)
This demonstrates the power of God’s word as a defense against temptation.
Jesus fought this battle as a Spirit-filled, Word-of-God-filled man. He drew on no
divine resources that are unavailable to us.
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All this “was Jesus’ preparation and testing for ministry”.
We must effectively resist temptation in the same way Jesus did: filled with the
Holy Spirit, we answer Satan’s seductive lies by shining the light of God’s word of
truth. If we are ignorant of God’s truth, we are poorly armed in the fight against
temptation.

Jesus initial ministry and teaching
14 Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news of Him
went out through all the surrounding region.
15 And He taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all.
16 So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom
was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read.
17And He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened
the book, He found the place where it was written:
18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach
the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim
liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those
who are oppressed;
19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord."

Let’s take a deeper look at vs. 14-19
In Nazareth His home town, He read from the scroll Isaiah 61:1 proclaiming His
mission.
His mission statement:
· The spirit of the Lord is upon me
· He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor
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· He has sent me to heal the broke hearted

Brokenhearted “refers to people who: crushed by disappointed or suffering.
Shame, sin, oppressed or worn down by life, spiritual or social pain “

· To recovery sight to the blind

This can be literal healing of blindness, help people see the truth, that gains
spiritual understanding-clarity.
· To set liberty to those who were oppressed

Liberty—freeing people from anything that weights them down, whether
Injustice, suffering, guilt, or spiritual bondage. The idea is to restoration of
Dignity and liberation.

· To proclaim (“preach”) the acceptable year of the Lord
In ancient Israel the year of Jubilee alludes to the Jewish Levitical year of Jubilee
(50 yrs.) when debts were forgiven, slaves freed, and land returned symbolizing
total release. (Leviticus 25)

In this context, the acceptable year of the Lord refers to a spiritual era of grace,
salvation and God’s favor brought by Jesus Christ. It signifies a time for healing,
freedom from spiritual captivity and reconciliation with God acting as a fulfillment
of the Old Testament year of Jubilee. (Got Question .com)

20 Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down.
And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him.
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Notice Jesus stopped reading in the middle of the sentence. Halley’s Bible study
noted:” Jesus did not continue reading because the next phrase – “the day of
vengeance of our God”-was not being fulfilled then.”

21 And He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your
hearing."
Hear Jesus was publicly declaring that He himself is the fulfillment of that
prophecy.
“Today mean the promise is happening right now.
He is the promised Messiah (“the anointed one”)
God’s kingdom and salvation mission were beginning through Him
The long-awaited hope in Isaiah was no longer future -it was happening “today.”
“Jesus is declaring “that person Isaiah 61:1-2 and Luke 4 wrote about is me”

22 So all bore witness to Him, and marveled at the gracious words which
proceeded out of His mouth. And they said, "Is this not Joseph's son?"
23 He said to them, "You will surely say this proverb to Me, 'Physician, heal
yourself! Whatever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in Your
country.'

This statement implying that salvation and redemption are present in Him – a
truth they find difficult to accept due to their familiarity with his human origin.
(from the article True meaning Luke 4)
The bottom line is- Jesus’ message is good news, but it also confronts pride,
expectation, and boundaries.
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24 Then He said, "Assuredly, I say to you, no prophet is accepted in his own
country.
25 But I tell you truly, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, when
the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a great
famine throughout all the land;
26 but to none of them was Elijah sent except to Zarephath, in the region of
Sidon, to a woman who was a widow.
27 And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and none of
them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian."
28 So all those in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with
wrath,

The word “wrath” here means intense anger, fury, or rage. The Greek word
used is thymos, which conveys a strong emotional outburst.
The people became enraged because Jesus of Nazareth had just told them that
God’s blessings had sometime gone to outsiders (Gentiles) rather than Israel
alone.
29 and rose up and thrust Him out of the city; and they led Him to the brow of
the hill on which their city was built, that they might throw Him down over the
cliff.
30 Then passing through the midst of them, He went His way.
The people seen Jesus as another ordinary unimportant Nazarene (Mk 6:1-3)
In their mind, the Messiah is supposed to be a mystical figure (John 7:27). The
person speaking now, to them is merely the son of Mary and Joseph.
Take away: Jesus, words in vs 28-30 serves as a reminder that following Jesus
often comes with challenges and opposition from those who do not understand
or accept God’s message.
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It challenges us to examine our own belief and prejudices.

Jesus Casts Out an Unclean Spirit vs 31-37

31 Then He went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and was teaching them
on the Sabbaths.
32 And they were astonished at His teaching, for His word was with authority.
33 Now in the synagogue there was a man who had a spirit of an unclean
demon. And he cried out with a loud voice,
34 saying, "Let us alone! What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did
You come to destroy us? I know who You are--the Holy One of God!"
35 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet, and come out of him!" And when
the demon had thrown him in their midst, it came out of him and did not hurt
him.
36 Then they were all amazed and spoke among themselves, saying, "What a
word this is! For with authority and power He commands the unclean spirits,
and they come out."
37And the report about Him went out into every place in the surrounding
region.

Verses 31-37 Summery: Jesus casts out an uncleaned spirit signifying the arrival
of God’s Kingdom and His role as the Messiah. This passage is meant to show
that; Jesus possesses divine authority. His teaching carries spiritual power and evil
is subject to Him. In these passages:
Jesus taught with authority 31-32
Jesus rebuked with power 33-35
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The people were amazed 36-37
Because Jesus Christ has authority and power over every physical and spiritual
realm, we can trust Him to fulfill his promises to save us.
We should not fear demonic possession, because Christ defeated all his and our
enemies in his life and death. Halleluiah!
38 Now He arose from the synagogue and entered Simon's house. But Simon's
wife's mother was sick with a high fever, and they made request of Him
concerning her.
39 So He stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. And immediately
she arose and served them.
40 When the sun was setting, all those who had any that were sick with various
diseases brought them to Him; and He laid His hands on every one of them and
healed them.
41 And demons also came out of many, crying out and saying, "You are the
Christ, the Son of God!" And He, rebuking them, did not allow them to speak,
for they knew that He was the Christ.
42 Now when it was day, He departed and went into a deserted place. And the
crowd sought Him and came to Him, and tried to keep Him from leaving them;
43 but He said to them, "I must preach the kingdom of God to the other also,
because for this purpose I have been sent."
44 And He was preaching in the synagogues of Galilee.
Note Verses 42-44 can be observed as a crucial moment in the ministry of Jesus.
“Jesus withdrew to a solitary place after a long day of teaching and performing
miracles. It allowed Jesus to connect with God in prayer, recharge His spiritual
energy, and find clarity in His mission.
This “emphasizes the important of retreat and prayer in our own lives.
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Just as Jesus took time away from the demands of ministry to commune with
God , we too should make space for quiet reflection and prayer.
AMAN
‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬Sources used: NKJV, NLT, The Hebrew Greek Key Study Bible, Logos Bible Study,
Warren Wiersbe Commentary, The MAXWELL Leadership Bible, Zondervan
Illustrated Bible Background Commentary, Google/ChatGPT‬‬
Article true meaning Luke 4


