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Saint Luke - The Gospel
Author: LukeTheme: Jesus, Divine - Human SaviorDate of Writing: A.D. 60-63
Background: Luke’s Gospel is the first of two books addressed to a mannamed Theophilus (Acts 1:3; Acts 1:1).
Apparently, Luke was a Gentile convert, the only non-Jewish author of aBible book. The Holy Spirit prompted him to write to Theophilus, whosename means “one who loves God,” to fill a need in the Gentile church for afull account of the beginning of Christianity.This includes two parts:1.) Jesus birth, life, and ministry, death, resurrection, and ascension (Luke’sGospel).2. The outpouring of the Spirit at Jerusalem and the subsequent developmentof the early church (book of Acts).These two books comprise more than one-fourth of the N.T.From Luke’s own writings, we know he was well-educated, a skilled writer, acareful historian, and an inspired theologian when he wrote his Gospel; theGentile church apparently had no complete or widely circulated Gospel aboutJesus.Mathew wrote initially for the Jews, and Mark wrote a concise Gospel for thechurch in Rome. The Greek - speaking Gentile world did have oral accountsabout Jesus by eyewitnesses, as well as a short written digest, but no orderlyand complete Gospel.Thus Luke set about to investigate everything carefully “from the very first”(13), probably doing so in Palestine while Paul was in prison in Caesarea (Acts21:17; 23:23-26; 32) and completing his Gospel toward the end of that time orsoon after arriving in Rome with Paul (Acts 28:16).
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—-PURPOSE—
Luke wrote this Gospel to the Gentiles to provide a full and accurate record“of all that Jesus began to do and to teach, until the day in which he was takenup (Acts 1:16-2:1a).Writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he intended Theophilus andother Gentile inquirers and converts to know with certainty the exact truthabout which they had been orally instructed (1:3-4).

This purpose is apparent throughout the Gospels; for example, hetraces Jesus’s human genealogy back to Adam (3:23-38) and not justto Abraham as did Matthew (Mt. 1:1-17). In Luke, Jesus is clearly seenas the divine-human Savior who came as God’s provision of Salvationfor all of Adam’s descendants.
—Survey—

The most complete infancy narratives (1:5-2:40) and gives the onlyglimpse in the Gospels of Jesus’ boyhood (2:42-52). After describingJohn the Baptist’s ministry and giving the genealogy of Jesus, Lukedivides Jesus’ ministry into three major sections:
1. His ministry in and around Galilee (4:14-9:50)
2. His ministry during the final journey to Jerusalem (9:51 - 19:27)
3. His last week in Jerusalem (19:28- 24:43)
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—Special Feature—
Eight major emphases characterized Luke’s Gospel:

1. It is the most comprehensive Gospel, recording events in Jesus’ lifefrom pre-birth to his ascension, and is the longest book in the NewTestament2. It is the most literary of the Gospels, demonstrating exceptional styleand content, a rich vocabulary, and an excellent command of Greek.3. It emphasis’s the universal scope of the Gospel: Jesus came to bringsalvation to Jews and Gentiles alike.4. It stresses Jesus’ concern for the underprivileged, including women,children, the poor, and social outcasts.5. It emphasis’s Jesus’ prayer life and his teaching about prayer.6. The prominent title of Jesus in this Gospel is “Son of man.”7. The response of joy characterizes those who accept Jesus and Hismessage.8. The Holy Spirit is given a place of prominence and importance in thelife of Jesus and His people (1:15, 41, 67, 2; 25-27; 4:1, 14, 1: 10:21;12:12; 24:49).
Major Themes over the course of Chapter One:

1. The birth of John foretold (vs. 5-25)2. The birth of Jesus foretold (vs. 26-33)3. Mary will conceive miraculously (vs. 34-38)4. Mary visits Elizabeth (vs. 39-45)5. The song of Mary (vs. 46-56)6. The Birth of John the Baptist (v. 57-66)7. The Song of Zacharias (vs. 67-80) - emphasis on (vs.67 Filled with theHoly Spirit) & ( vs. 75 - Holiness and righteousness)

Luke’s purpose in writing:



4

Luke 1:1-4 MSG
[1-4] So many others have tried their hand at putting together a story of the wonderful
harvest of Scripture and history that took place among us, using reports handed down
by the original eyewitnesses who served this Word with their very lives. Since I have
investigated all the reports in close detail, starting from the story’s beginning, I decided
to write it all out for you, most honorable Theophilus, so you can know beyond the
shadow of a doubt the reliability of what you were taught.

Because truth was important to Luke, he relied heavily on eyewitness accounts.Christianity doesn’t say “close your eyes and believe,” but rather, “check it outfor yourself.” The Bible encourages us to investigate its claims thoroughly(Jn. 1:46; 21:24; Acts 17; 11-12). Because your conclusions are a life and deathmatter.
An angel promises the birth of John to Zacharias
Luke 1:5-25 ESV
[5] In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the
division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was
Elizabeth. [6] And they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the
commandments and statutes of the Lord. [7] But they had no child, because Elizabeth
was barren, and both were advanced in years. [8] Now, while he was serving as priest
before God when his division was on duty, [9] according to the custom of the
priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. [10]
And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. [11]
And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of
incense.
[12] And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. [13] But the
angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and
your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. [14] And you
will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, [15] for he will be great
before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the
Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. [16] And he will turn many of the children of
Israel to the Lord their God, [17] and he will go before him in the spirit and power of
Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom
of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” [18] And Zechariah said to
the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in
years.” [19] And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God,
and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. [20] And behold, you
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will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place, because
you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.” [21] And the people
were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in the temple. [22]
And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had
seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained mute. [23]
And when his time of service was over, he went to his home. [24] After these days, his
wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself hidden, saying, [25]
“Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to take away my
reproach among people.”

● Vs. 5 - This was Herod the Great, confirmed by the Roman senate as King of the
Jews. He was half-Jewish himself and eager to please the Roman superiors; he
expanded and beautified the Jewish Temple, but placed a Roman eagle over the
entrance. When he helped the Jews, it was for political purposes.

● Later, he would order a massacre of infants in a futile attempt to kill the infant
Jesus, whom some were calling the new “King of the Jews.” (Mt. 2:2)

● Vs. 6 - “Zacharias & Elizabeth not only went through the motions of following
God’s law; they backed up their outward compliance with inward obedience.
Unlike religious leaders Jesus called hypocrites, they did not stop with the letter
of the Law. Their obedience was from the heart, and that is why they are called
“blameless.”

● Vs. 7 - God answers prayer in His own way and in His own time. He worked in an
“impossible” situation (Elizabeth’s age and barrenness) to bring about the
fulfillment of all the prophecies concerning the Messiah.

○ If you want to have your prayers answered, you must be open to what
God can do in impossible situations. And you must wait for God to work in
his way and in his time.

● Vs. 11-12 Angels are spirit beings who live in God’s presence and do his will.
Only two are mentioned by name in Scripture: Michael and Gabriel, but many act
as God’s messengers.

○ Gabriel delivered a special message to Zacharias. This was not a dream
or a vision. The angel appeared in visible form and spoke audible words to
the priest.

● Vs. 15 The name John means “the Lord is gracious.
○ John was set apart for special service to God.
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○ He may have been forbidden to drink as part of the Nazirite vow, an
ancient vow of consecration to God (Num. 6:1-8)

○ This is Luke’s first mention of the Holy Ghost, the third person of the
Trinity, and he refers more to the Holy Ghost than any other Gospel writer.

○ The presence of the Holy Ghost was God’s gift to the entire church at
Pentecost. Prior to that, God’s Spirit was given to the faithful for special
tasks.

○ The Holy Spirit is available to us when we pray and are ready to receive
him.

● Vs. 18-20 When told he would have a son, Zacharias doubted the angel's word.
From his humble perspective, his doubts were understandable, but with God,
anything is possible.

○ What God promises, he delivers, and it is on his time as He desires.
○ No matter how impossible God’s promises may seem, what he said in his

Word will come true at the right time.

The Birth of Jesus Foretold
LUKE 1: 26-33 ESV[26] In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galileenamed Nazareth, [27] to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, ofthe house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. [28] And he came to her andsaid, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” [29] But she was greatlytroubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be.[30] And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favorwith God. [31] And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, andyou shall call his name Jesus. [32] He will be great and will be called the Son ofthe Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,[33] and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom therewill be no end.”
Vs. 28 KJV - “Hail, thou that art highly favored.”● Mary was favored above all women in being chosen as the mother ofJesus.● The New Testament writers never indicated, however, that she is to beworshiped, prayed to, or given special titles. Mary merits our respect, butonly her son merits our worship.
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1. Note that Mary was chosen because she found favor with God. It washer humble and godly life that pleased God to such an extent that Hechose her for this most important task (2 Tim 2: 21).2. Mary’s blessing not only brought her great joy but also muchsuffering and pain, for her son would be rejected and crucified.a. In this world, God’s calling will always involve blessing andsuffering, joy and sadness, successes and disappointments.

Mary will conceive miraculouslyLuke 1:34-38 ESV[34] And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” [35] Andthe angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power ofthe Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be calledholy—the Son of God. [36] And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age hasalso conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren.[37] For nothing will be impossible with God.” [38] And Mary said, “Behold, I amthe servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angeldeparted from her.

Why is the Virgin birth important to the Christian faith?
Jesus was born without the sin that entered the world through Adam.Jesus was born Holy, just as Adam was created sinless.In contrast to Adam, who disobeyed God, Jesus obeyed God and was thus ableto face sin’s consequences in our place to make us acceptable to God (Rom. 5:14-19).
Jesus Christ, God’s Son, had to be free from the sinful nature passed on to allother human beings by Adam.Because Jesus was born of a woman, he was a human being; but as the Son ofGod, Jesus was born without any trace of human sin. Jesus is both fully humanand fully Divine.
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Because Jesus lived as a man, human beings know that he fully understandstheir experiences and struggles (Heb. 4:15, 16).
Because he is God, he has the power and authority to deliver people from sis(Cols. 2:13-15). People can tell Jesus all their thoughts, feelings, and needs.He has been where they are, and he has the ability to help.

Mary Visits ElizabethLuke 1:39-45 ESV[39] In those days, Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a townin Judah, [40], and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. [41]And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb.And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, [42] and she exclaimed with a loudcry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! [43]And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me?[44] For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in mywomb leaped for joy. [45] And blessed is she who believed that there would be afulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”
(Vs. 41-43)The Holy Spirit filled Elisabeth and told her that Mary’s child was the Messiah, forElisabeth called her young cousin “ the mother of her Lord” as she greeted her.Even though she herself was pregnant with a long-awaited son, Elisabeth couldhave envied Mary, whose son would be even greater than her own.Instead, she was filled with joy that the mother of the Lord would visit her.

Have you ever envied people whom God has singled out for specialblessings?A cure for jealousy is to rejoice with those individuals, realizing that Goduses his people in ways best suited to his purpose.
Mary’s Song of Praise: The MagnificatLuke 1:46-56 ESV[46] And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,
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[47] and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,[48] for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from nowon all generations will call me blessed; [49] for he who is mighty has done greatthings for me, and holy is his name. [50] And his mercy is for those who fear himfrom generation to generation. [51] He has shown strength with his arm; he hasscattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; [52] he has brought down themighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; [53] he has filledthe hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. [54] He hashelped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, [55] as he spoke to ourfathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” [56] And Mary remained withher for about three months and returned to her home.
This song is often called the Magnificat, the first word in the Latin translation ofthis passage. Mary’s song has often been used as the basis for choral music andhymns.
Like Hannah, the mother of Samuel (1 Samuel 2:1-10), Mary glorified God in songfor what he was going to do for the world through her.In the songs, God is pictured as a champion of the poor, the oppressed, and thedespised.(Vs. 47) “God my Savior”: In these words, Mary recognized her own need ofsalvation. She also was a sinner who needed Christ as Saviour.”The idea that Mary was immaculately conceived and lived without sin is taughtnowhere in scripture (Rom. 3:9,23).
(Vs. 48) When Mary said, “ From henceforth all generations shall call meblessed,” was she being proud? No, she was recognizing and accepting the giftGod had given her.Pride is refusing to accept God’s gifts or taking credit for what God has done;humility is accepting them and using them to praise and serve him.Don’t deny your gifts. Thank God for them and use them to his glory.
The Birth of John The BaptistLuke 1:57-66 ESV[57] Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. [58] Andher neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her,and they rejoiced with her. [59] And on the eighth day they came to circumcisethe child. And they would have called him Zechariah after his father, [60] but hismother answered, “No; he shall be called John.” [61] And they said to her, “Noneof your relatives are called by this name.” [62] And they made signs to his father,
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inquiring what he wanted him to be called. [63] And he asked for a writing tabletand wrote, “His name is John.” And they all wondered. [64] And immediately hismouth was opened, and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. [65] Andfear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about throughall the hill country of Judea, [66] and all who heard them laid them up in theirhearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was withhim.
Zacharias praised God with his first words after months of silence. In a song thatis often called the Benedictus after the first word in the Latin translation of thepassage, Zacharias prophesied the coming of a Savior who would redeem hispeople and predict that his son, John, would prepare the Messiah’s way.All the Old Testament prophecies were coming true. No wonder Zacharias praisedGod!The Messiah would come in his lifetime, and his son had been chosen to pave theway.
Zachariah’s SongLuke 1:67-80 ESV[67] And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied,saying, [68] “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemedhis people [69] and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of hisservant David, [70] as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,[71] that we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hateus; [72] to show the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember his holycovenant, [73] the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us [74] thatwe, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear,[75] in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. [76] And you, child,will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord toprepare his ways, [77] to give knowledge of salvation to his people in theforgiveness of their sins, [78] because of the tender mercy of our God, wherebythe sunrise shall visit us from on high [79] to give light to those who sit indarkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”[80] And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wildernessuntil the day of his public appearance in Israel.
(Vs. 67) “Filled with the Holy Ghost”Luke records how the Holy Spirit empowered many of the important peopleassociated with the birth of Christ (vv. 15, 35, 41, 67; 2:25).
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After Christ’s ascension, the way was made for all believers to be filled with theHoly Spirit (Acts 1-2).
“ was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied.” Signifies God’s renewedpresence among his people (Isa. 32:14-17; 44:1-4).Luke’s later description of the last days makes this significance explicit: “I willpour out my Spirit in those days, and they will Prophesy (Acts 2:18; Joel 2:28)
(Vs. 68) “redeemed them”Redemption here includes both corporate and individual aspects.Israel, as God’s people, is delivered from their enemies (v. 71), while individualmembers experience “forgiveness of their sins” (v. 77) that is granted throughGod’s acts of salvation.
(v.73) the oath.Likely refers to God’s original promise to Abraham in Gen. 22:16-18, (Deut. 4:31;13:17; 29:13), although the focus here is no longer on the land, but on the peopleof God.(Vs. 75) “Holiness and Righteousness”The ultimate aim of our redemption is to be delivered out of the kingdom of Satan(Acts 26:18) in order to serve God “in holiness and righteousness before him, allthe days of our life.” (Eph. 1:4).Every child of God must aim at a life of holiness and righteousness in the midstof an evil world.This holy life is “before him, i.e., in (His - “God’s” ) presence.
(v. 76) “prophet of the most high”Jesus is John’s superior because he is “the Son of the Most High” (v.32), whileJohn is “a prophet of the Most High, “as in v. 17, John’s role alludes to Isa. 40:3
(v. 79) “peace”An important term in Luke’s Gospel (2;14, 29; 7:50; 24:36)It should not be understood exclusively in social and political terms since it alsopoints to the cosmic restoration that God’s final act will bring about (Isa. 11:6-9;65:17-25).(v. 80) “wilderness”Likely the region between Jerusalem and the Dead Sea; it may recall thewilderness wandering of the Israelites who witnessed God’s mighty acts in theirmidst.Why did John live out in the “deserts”?
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Prophets used the isolation of the uninhabited wilderness to enhance theirspiritual growth and to focus their message on God.By being in the wilderness, John remained separate from economic and politicalpowers so that he could aim his message against them.He also remained separate from the hypocritical religious leaders of his day.His message was different from theirs, and his life proved it.
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