Graduating into Greatness

Proverbs 3:5-6 (NKJV)

> Trust in the Lord with all your heart; And lean not on your own understanding; ®In all your ways

’

acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.’

Graduate

- someone who has successfully completed a course of study at a school, college, or university and has
been awarded a diploma or degree.

- to officially receive your diploma or degree after meeting all educational requirements.

- to move up to a higher level or to change progressively

Greatness
- The quality of possessing extraordinary importance, power, or excellence

It is defined by integrity

The ability to elevate others

The positive difference an individual makes in the world

I. God has called us all into greatness

Genesis 1:26-28 (NLT) says, “? Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be like us.
They will reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the wild animals on the
earth, and the small animals that scurry along the ground.”

Greatness is our birthright

Greatness is in our DNA

We need to understand it and cultivate it correctly

John 14:12 (NKJV) says, “!2 Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he

’

will do also,; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.’

II. Greatness is a Process

Process
-A systematic series of actions directed to an end



-A continuous action, operation, or series of changes taking place in a definite manner
Greatness is a process, It is not instant, It takes time, and You must allow God to process you.

Exodus 13:17-18 (NKJV) says, “/’ Then it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God
did not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near, for God said, “Lest
perhaps the people change their minds when they see war, and return to Egypt.” 1% So God led the people
around by way of the wilderness of the Red Sea. And the children of Israel went up in orderly ranks out
of the land of Egypt.”

Healthy Process

- Israel had done nothing wrong
- 400+ years of slavery
- Sometimes God takes us around the long way because He wishes to prepare us for what is next

Numbers 13:30-32 (KJV) says, “*’ And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at
once, and possess it, for we are well able to overcome it. 3! But the men that went up with him said, We be
not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we. 3> And they brought up an evil report
of the land which they had searched unto the children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have
gone to search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are
men of a great stature.”

Consider Numbers 14

Unhealthy Process

- Israel had done something wrong (They refused to trust God)

- Rejected God’s wisdom and counsel (Leaned on their own understanding)

- Rebelled against God’s instruction (refused to acknowledge God in their ways)
Trust God throughout the processes of your life

Romans 8:28 (CSB) says, “?® We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God,
who are called according to his purpose.”

III. Greatness is achieved by serving God and serving Others
Mark 10:35-37 (NLT) says *“*’ Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came over and spoke to him.
‘Teacher,’ they said, ‘we want you to do us a favor.’ 3° ‘What is your request?’ he asked. 3" They replied,



‘When you sit on your glorious throne, we want to sit in places of honor next to you, one on your right
and the other on your left.””

Mark 10: 41-45 (NLT) says, ““/ When the ten other disciples heard what James and John had asked, they
were indignant. ** So Jesus called them together and said, ‘You know that the rulers in this world lord it
over their people, and officials flaunt their authority over those under them. ** But among you it will be
different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, * and whoever wants to be first
among you must be the slave of everyone else. ** For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to
serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.’”

1 Peter 4:10-11 (GW) says, “/ Each of you as a good manager must use the gift that God has given you
to serve others. ' Whoever speaks must speak God’s words. Whoever serves must serve with the
strength God supplies so that in every way God receives glory through Jesus Christ. Glory and power
belong to Jesus Christ forever and ever! Amen.”

If you want to be great...serve others

If you want to be a leader...serve others

If you want to serve God...serve others

The Call of God is fulfilled by Serving Others

Rhema Christian Center

Pastor Curtis Hairston
June 13 & 14, 2026



