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CSI: An Investigative Introduction to the Gospel of Luke
LESSON PURPOSE:

➢ The goal is NOT to teach all of Luke
➢ The goal IS to answer:

○ “Why should we trust and carefully study the Gospel of Luke?”
This week we will approach the Gospel of Luke from a different perspective.
We will approach the Book of Luke, as an investigation into the life and ministry
of Jesus Christ through the careful work of Luke, the physician and historian.
The 5 Minute Script: “CSI: First Century.”
[00:00 - 01:30] The Hook
“Imagine you are living in the Mediterranean world around 60 A.D.
Word of mouth is the internet of your day, and the rumors are absolutely wild.
People are talking about a Jewish carpenter-turned-rabbi from a backwater town
called Nazareth. Some say he held the blind. Some say he walked o water.
Everyone is whispering that Rome publicly executed him, but then he walked out
of his tomb three days later.
The problem? Decades have passed. Myths are starting to creep in.
Skeptics are calling it fake “grapevine” news. The truth is getting buried under a
mountain of hearsay.
ENTER LUKE…
He isn’t a fisherman from Galilee; he is a highly educated Greek physician.
He is a man of science, data, and logic. And he decides he’s had enough of the
rumors.
He has set out on a massive, first-century forensic investigation.
He travels the region, tracks down eyewitnesses, interviews Mary (Jesus’
mother), cross-references the dates with Roman governors, and meticulously
pieces together the evidence.
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Side Bar: Chronologically and Availability - Historical consensus dates the
writing of the Gospel of Luke to around 50-65 AD. Since Mary was likely a young
teenager when she gave birth to Jesus, she would have been in her early 60’s or
70’s during the time Luke was conducting his research - a very achievable
lifespan.
Furthermore, the Book of Acts (also written by Luke) places Mary in Jerusalem
around the early Chrisitan community, where she would have been highly
accessible to him.

Luke’s investigated method:
In the opening of his Gospel, Luke explicitly notes that he “carefully investigated
everything from the beginning" and gathered information from “eyewitnesses”. As
a traveling companion of the Apostle Paul, Luke spent time in the region and had
direct access to Jesus’ inner circle.
[1:30 - 03:00] The Scripture Proof
“We don’t have to guess if it’s true, because Luke tells us his exact methodology
right in the first four verses of his book.
Luke 1:1-4 AMP[1] Since [as is well known] many have undertaken to compile an orderlyaccount of the things which have been fulfilled among us [by God], [2]exactly as they were handed down to us by those [with personalexperience] who from the beginning [of Christ’s ministry] wereeyewitnesses and ministers of the word [that is, of the teaching concerningsalvation through faith in Christ], [3] it seemed fitting for me as well, [andso I have decided] after having carefully searched out and investigated allthe events accurately, from the very beginning, to write an orderly accountfor you, (most excellent Theophilus); [Acts 1:1] [4] so that you may knowthe exact truth about the things you have been taught [that is, the historyand doctrine of the faith].
Theophilus: “Most excellent Theophilus” by using this title and dedicating it to a
likely Roman official, Luke framed his writings as a verified, fact-based historical
account rather than a myth.
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Evidence and reliability:
Luke used a methodology typical of ancient historians, established credibility
through several key claims:

1. Eyewitness testimony: He highlighted that his accounts were directly
sourced from those who were eyewitnesses and servants of the Word from
the beginning.

2. Rigorous investigation: He explicitly stated that he had “carefully
investigated everything from the beginning” (suggesting personal
interviews with disciples and early church leaders).

3. Orderly Account: To ensure accuracy and clarity, he compiled his
thoroughly researched sources into an organized, chronological narrative
rather than a random collection of stories.

4. Historical anchoring: He demonstrated reliability - by integrating precise,
real-world historical and geographical details ( ie. naming specific Roman
governors, local rulers, and exact time frames).

[03:00 - 04:30] The Pivot
When you read this Gospel, you aren’t reading a collection of campfire fairy tales.
You are reading a masterfully researched legal brief designed to prove beyond a
shadow of doubt that Jesus is exactly who He said He was.
Because Luke was a doctor, he noticed details others missed. Because he was a
Gentile, he ensured this story is for the whole world, not just one group of people.
[04:30 - 5:00] The Transition
So, as we study the Book of Luke, we are going to look at the “case file" Luke put
together. We are going to examine four of Luke’s prominent breakthroughs, his
big themes, and then map out the geographical journey he takes us on.
Lastly, to help us visualize the Investigators Framework, it will help to see Luke
not just as a writer, but as a systematic researcher.
So, let’s dive in!
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PART 1 - WHY DID LUKE WRITE HIS GOSPEL?
➢ To provide a historically reliable, orderly account of Jesus’s life and

teachings.
➢ To strengthen the faith of early believers and assure them that the

Christian teachings they had received were entirely true.
○ WHO WAS LUKE?

➢ He was a physician
➢ He was a companion of Apostle Paul
➢ He was a Historian and an investigator
➢ He was the only Gentile writer of the Gospels
➢ He was a detailed writer
➢ He had concern and compassion for people
➢ He had access to both Roman leaders, and to Christian leaders

KEY SCRIPTURES:Luke 1:1-4 {MSG}
[1-4] So many others have tried their hand at putting together a story of thewonderful harvest of Scripture and history that took place among us, usingreports handed down by the original eyewitnesses who served this Wordwith their very lives. Since I have investigated all the reports in close detail,starting from the story’s beginning, I decided to write it all out for you,most honorable Theophilus, so you can know beyond the shadow of adoubt the reliability of what you were taught.

Main point: Luke the physician, investigated carefully. He presented a
post-Pentecostal viewpoint and a detailed orderly summarization.

PART 2 - THE INVESTIGATORS CASE FILE: KEY FINDINGS
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Luke’s unique background as a Gentile doctor and historian shapes what he
highlights.
Here are four distinct “fingerprints” or major themes Luke, the investigator
uncovers:

1. Universal Salvation (The Scope): Luke traces Jesus’ genealogy all the
way back to Adam, proving Jesus is the Savior for all humanity…Gentiles
included.

Genesis 3:15 AMP [15] “And I will put enmity (open hostility) Between youand the woman, And between your seed (offspring) and her Seed; He shall[fatally] bruise your head, And you shall [only] bruise His heel.” [Gal 4:4]
Galatians 4:4 AMP[4] But when [in God’s plan] the proper time had fully come, God sent HisSon, born of a woman, born under the [regulations of the] Law,

2. Compassion for the Overlooked (The Heart): Luke focuses heavily on
those on the margins: the poor, women, and outcasts. (Contains exclusive
parables like the Good Samaritan, and the Prodigal Son).

a. Luke emphasizes that Jesus is the Savior for ALL humanity.
3. A Culture of Prayer (The Posture): Luke records Jesus praying for almost

every major milestone in His ministry.
4. The Power of the Holy Spirit ( The Fuel): From the infancy narratives to

the resurrection, the Holy spirit is the driving force of Luke’s account.

Why can believers trust Luke’s account?
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➢ As a meticulous historian, Luke researched everything thoroughly and
gathered firsthand eyewitness accounts.

➢ Luke is classified as an ancient historian writing "apologetic historiography”
- a genre blending historical research with theological themes.

PART 3 - UNIQUE AND EXCLUSIVE FEATURES OF LUKE:
➢ The Parable of the Prodigal Son
➢ The Parable of the Good Samaritan
➢ The story of Zacchaeus
➢ The Road to Emmaus after the resurrection

PART 4 - A (3- PART) GEOGRAPHY AND NAVIGATIONAL ROADMAP
➢ The Ministry in Galilee (Chapters 1-9): Who is Jesus?
➢ The Journey to Jerusalem (9-19) What Jesus teaches along the way (this

is Luke’s massive “travel narrative”).
➢ The Climax in Jerusalem ( Chapter 19-24): The death and resurrection.

PART: 5 - THE PURPOSE OF LUKE’S GOSPEL: TO PRODUCE
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➢ Certainty
➢ Faith
➢ Understanding Jesus
➢ Salvation

Key verse: Luke 1:4 “so that you may know the exact truth”
This becomes our transformational point:
Certainty of understanding Jesus’ assignment of His sacrificial death, burial,
resurrection, and ascension.
Certainty of our salvation and at the appointed time, we also will transition to
glory.
As we journey through the Gospel of Luke chapter by chapter, verse by verse,
may we not merely read the account; but examine the evidence, discover Christ
deeply, and allow the truth of Scripture to transform our lives.
In Jesus’ name, Amen!
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