
Created for Leadership 

Genesis 1:26-27 (NKJV) 

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over [a]all the earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God 
He created him; male and female He created them. 

 
I. 

You and I were created with the nature of God on the inside of us.  

Genesis 1:26a (NKJV) says, “Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness;” 

 

You and I were created for leadership. 

Genesis 1:26b says “; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over 
the cattle, over [a]all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

 

The mandate to lead during creation was given to both men and women.  

Genesis 1:27 (NKJV) says, “So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created 
him; male and female He created them.”  

 

II.   

Though we have been created to lead, some of us are reluctant to answer that call because we think too 
little of ourselves.  

Judges 6:15 (TLB) says, “But Gideon replied, “Sir, how can I save Israel? My family is the poorest in 
the whole tribe of Manasseh, and I am the least thought of in the entire family!” 

 

Because we were created to lead, others are eager to lead, but with the wrong motives.  

Matthew 20:25-26 (NLT) says, “But Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers in 
this world lord it over their people, and officials flaunt their authority over those under them. 26 But 
among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant” 

 

To ensure we develop properly as leaders, God promotes us through steps and stages instead of all at 
once.  

Consider 1st Samuel 16:13, 1st Samuel 16:21, 1st Samuel 18:5, 2nd Samuel 2:7, and 2nd Samuel 5:3  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%201%3A26-27&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%201%3A26-27&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26a


 

III. 

In order to become an effective leader, we must first learn how to lead ourselves.  

 

Leaders must also find their place of service where their gifts can shine.  

 

When leaders are not in the right place, it causes disruption.   

Consider Jonah 1 
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