The Will of God: Being in Alignment

Matthew 20:20-23 (ESV)

Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Him with her sons, kneeling down and asking
something of Him. And He said to her, “What do you wish?” She said, “Grant that these two
sons of mine may sit, one at Your right hand and the other at Your left, in Your kingdom.” But
Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup I am
about to drink?” They said to Him, “We are able.” So He said to them, “You will indeed drink
My cup, but to sit at My right and left is not Mine to give. It is for those for whom it has been
prepared by My Father.

I. The Will of God Is Greater Than Our Desires

Every mother wants the best for her children.

Matthew 4: 21 (ESV) says, %! And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son
of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and
he called them. %> Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.”

God’s will is not about fulfilling our preferences, it is about accomplishing His purpose.

People still pursue positions in the same way today.

What is truly meant for you will not require manipulation, deception, or constant performance.
Those things are not sustainable.

Let grace open the door and let integrity keep you there.

I1. The Will of God Requires Surrender, Not Status
Jesus continues by asking, “Are you able to drink the cup I am about to drink?” v 22

The cup in Scripture is not filled with applause or recognition. It is filled with suffering,
surrender, and obedience.

We often want the position without understanding the cost. We want the platform, but not the
process.

It is not about elevation; it is about alignment.



The will of God is not a ladder we climb—it is a path we walk. And often, that path leads
downward before it leads upward.

IT1. The Will of God Is Prepared, We Must Align

Jesus makes something clear: “To sit at My right and left is not Mine to give... it is for those for
whom it has been prepared by My Father.” v 23

The will of God is not something we force—it is something we enter.

You can choose your own way, but there is only grace for God’s way.

Matthew 20:24-28 says, “And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at the two brothers. %> But
Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and
their great ones exercise authority over them. %6 It shall not be so among you. But whoever would
be great among you must be your servant, ¥ and whoever would be first among you must be your
slave, 28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom
for many.”

God’s will is not “Place me where I want to be.”

It is “Shape me for where You have prepared me to be.”

In the end, it is not position that matters most. It is posture.

A life fully aligned with God’s will is:
Better than what we want,
Requires more than we expect,

Already prepared; we just need to align

Rhema Christian Center
Jacqueline F. Baylor, Deacon
Saturday, May 09, 2026



