Bible Study: Mark Chapter 13 Overview
Date: April 21, 2026 — April 22, 2026

Days: Tuesday and Wednesday
Presenter: Carl Booth

Mark 13:1-37 (KJV) — Overview

e Verses 1-20: Jesus tells about the future
e Verses 21-31: Jesus tells about his return
e Verses 32-37: Jesus tells about remaining watchful

The Disciples Observing the Temple’s Greatness

1 And as he went out of the temple, one of his disciples saith unto him, Master, see what
manner of stones and what buildings are here!

e As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his disciples pointed out the impressive
construction and magnificent stones that made up the sacred structures. This
observation highlights the disciple’s awe at the architectural splendor and the
significance of the temple buildings.

Jesus’s Instruction: “WATCH”

2 And Jesus answering said unto him, Seest thou these great buildings? there shall not be left
one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.

3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives over against the temple, Peter and James and John
and Andrew asked him privately,

4Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign when all these things shall be
fulfilled?

> And Jesus answering them began to say, Take heed lest any man deceive you:

e Jesus responds with a directive to “WATCH,” encouraging attentiveness and vigilance. His
instruction suggests the importance of being alert to events and changes that may
unfold, particularly in relation to the temple and its role.

6 For many shall come in my name, saying, | am Christ; and shall deceive many.

7 And when ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars, be ye not troubled: for such things
must needs be; but the end shall not be yet.
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8 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be
earthquakes in divers places, and there shall be famines and troubles: these are the
beginnings of sorrows.

9 But take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up to councils; and in the synagogues
ye shall be beaten: and ye shall be brought before rulers and kings for my sake, for a
testimony against them.

Key Signs and Challenges Facing Believers

False Messiahs and Deception

e Throughout history, many have claimed to be the Messiah, seeking to mislead and
deceive countless individuals. This ongoing deception stands as a significant warning for
those who seek truth, urging vigilance in the face of false teachings and misleading
claims.

Wars, Rumors, and Global Unrest

e The world has frequently been troubled by wars and persistent rumors of conflict. These
events serve as reminders of the unrest that affects nations everywhere, signaling
turbulent times that believers must witness and navigate.

International Conflict and Natural Disasters

e Beyond wars, nations rise against one another, and kingdoms clash. Alongside these
conflicts, natural disasters such as earthquakes and famines occur, further
demonstrating the challenges humanity faces. These hardships mark the beginning of
sorrowful periods.

Persecution of Believers

e Since the time of Christ, Christians have endured persecution both in their homelands
and on foreign mission fields. This suffering underscores the trials believers face for their
faith, highlighting the enduring challenges that come with proclaiming their beliefs.

Page 2 of 6



Proclamation of the Gospel and Endurance Through Trials

10 And the gospel must first be published among all nations.

11 But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall
speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak
ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.

12Now the brother shall betray the brother to death, and the father the son; and children
shall rise up against their parents, and shall cause them to be put to death.

13 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that shall endure unto the end,
the same shall be saved.

e Maintaining faith in Jesus to the very end requires perseverance, as believers will face
opposition and challenges. Severe trials will test and reveal the faithfulness of true
Christians.

The Prophetic Sign and Urgency to Flee

14 But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet,
standing where it ought not, (let him that readeth understand,) then let them that be in
Judaea flee to the mountains:

15 And let him that is on the housetop not go down into the house, neither enter therein, to
take any thing out of his house:

16 And let him that is in the field not turn back again for to take up his garment.
17 But woe to them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!

e Suckling: an infant or young animal who has not yet been weaned from its mother’s
milk.

18 And pray ye that your flight be not in the winter.

19 For in those days shall be affliction, such as was not from the beginning of the creation
which God created unto this time, neither shall be.

20 And except that the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh should be saved: but for the
elect's sake, whom he hath chosen, he hath shortened the days.

e This passage warns of a forthcoming period of great distress, unprecedented since the
creation of the world. It advises prayer that one's escape not occur during winter and
emphasizes that the severity of these days will be mitigated only by God's intervention
for the sake of the chosen, ensuring survival.
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Warnings About False Christs and Prophets

21 And then if any man shall say to you, Lo, here is Christ; or, lo, he is there; believe him not:

22 For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce,
if it were possible, even the elect.

23 But take ye heed: behold, | have foretold you all things.

24But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not
give her light,

The Great Tribulation refers to a time of great suffering and affliction in the End-Time, sent upon
the earth by the Lord to accomplish His purpose (Daniel 21:1 KJV and Revelation 7:14 KJV).

Discerning False Teachers

e Have their predictions come true, or do they have to revise them to fit what has already
happened?

e Does any teaching utilize a small section to the neglect of the whole?
¢ Does the teaching contradict what the Bible says about God?
e Do the teachings promote hostility toward other Christians?
25 And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken.
26 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory.

e "Son of man" is a title Christ used often, emphasizing both his humanity and his role as
Messiah. This designation was likely inspired by Daniel’s prophecy, which described
God’s messenger coming on a mission of redemption as found in Daniel 7:3-14 (KJV,
Layman’s).

27 And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together his elect from the four winds,
from the uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven.

22 Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When her branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves,
ye know that summer is near:

2950 ye in like manner, when ye shall see these things come to pass, know that it is nigh, even
at the doors.

30Verily | say unto you, that this generation shall not pass, till all these things be done.

31Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.
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32 But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven,
neither the Son, but the Father.

e This passage uses the parable of the fig tree to emphasize vigilance and readiness for
significant events, noting that while signs may indicate their nearness, the exact timing is
unknown to all but the Father. It urges watchfulness and prayer, likening the Son of Man
to a master who entrusts his servants with responsibilities, warning them to stay alert
lest they be caught unprepared upon his sudden return.

33Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is.

34For the Son of Man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority
to his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch.

35 Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at
midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning:

36 Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping.
37 And what | say unto you | say unto all, Watch.

e The text underscores the need for continual watchfulness and prayer. It draws a parallel
between the Son of Man and a master who leaves on a distant journey, entrusting his
servants with responsibilities and instructing them to remain alert. The warning is clear:
those who are inattentive may be caught off guard by the master’s sudden return.

e The overall message is a strong encouragement to be attentive and prepared for what is
to come. The call to “Watch!” serves as a reminder to always maintain vigilance and
readiness.
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