Caring For Those In Need

Deuteronomy 15:7-11 (NIV)

7 If anyone is poor among your fellow Israelites in any of the towns of the land the Lord your God is giving you,
do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward them. ® Rather, be openhanded and freely lend them whatever they
need. ° Be careful not to harbor this wicked thought: “The seventh year, the year for canceling debts, is near,”
so that you do not show ill will toward the needy among your fellow Israelites and give them nothing. They may
then appeal to the Lord against you, and you will be found guilty of sin. 1° Give generously to them and do so
without a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in
everything you put your hand to. ! There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be
openhanded toward your fellow Israelites who are poor and needy in your land.

I. The community is full of people who are vulnerable and desire someone to care about their needs.
Whatever we believe in our hearts about those in need will influence what’s in our hand (v.7).

As Believers in Jesus, we should have compassion for those in need.

Deuteronomy 24:17-18 (GWT) says, “Never deprive foreigners and orphans of justice. And never take widows’
clothes to guarantee a loan. Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and the Lord your God freed you from
slavery. So I'm commanding you to do this.”

I1. Compassion is only beneficial if it moves us from feeling to action.

Matthew 9:36-38 says, “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were confused and
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. He said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few.
So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields.”

Matthew 10:5-8 (NIV) says, “These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among
the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As you go, proclaim this
message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy,
drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.”

Because God has been generous toward us, we ought to be generous toward those in need (v.8).

Caring for those in need should be done with the right attitude.
Deuteronomy 15:10a (NIV) says, “Give generously to them and do so without a grudging heart”

II1. Caring for those in need invites God’s blessings in our life.
Deuteronomy 15:10b says, “then because of this the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in
everything you put your hand to.”

Caring for those in need is a command from God.
Deuteronomy 15:11 (GWT) says, “There will always be poor people in the land. That'’s why I command you to
be generous to other Israelites who are poor and needy.”

We must care for those in need the same way we would want others to care for us if we were in need.
Matthew 7:12 (GWT) says, “Always do for other people everything you want them to do for you. That is the
meaning of Moses’ Teachings and the Prophets.”
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