Bringing Children to Jesus

Matthew 19:13-15 (NLT)
3 One day some parents brought their children to Jesus so he could lay his hands on them and
pray for them. But the disciples scolded the parents for bothering him. '* But Jesus said, “Let the

children come to me. Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are like
these children.” I3 And he placed his hands on their heads and blessed them before he left.

I. We need to bring children to Jesus early in their lives (v.13)

Bringing children to Jesus early will lay a spiritual foundation in their lives from a young age.
Consider Genesis 17:12 (newborns), Dueteronomy 31:12-13 (infants through teenagers), and
Luke 2:41-42 (youth)

Bringing children to Jesus early in life helps develop a living faith that will carry into adulthood.
Proverbs 22:6 (NKJV) says, “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he
will not depart from it.”

One practical way to bring children to Jesus is to ensure regular attendance in children’s and
youth ministry.

I1. There are things that want to stop our children from being brought to Jesus (v.14)

We need to bring our children to Jesus because the education system is influencing their thinking
with secular worldviews.

We need to bring our children to Jesus because children are being exposed to predatory behavior
through technology.

We need to bring our children to Jesus because many of them are losing their lives before getting
a chance to experience life.

III. Children need to be brought to Jesus to experience the spiritual impact of laying of
hands (v.15)

We need to bring children to Jesus to lay hands and speak a blessing over their lives.
Consider Genesis 48

We need to bring children to Jesus to lay hands for the baptism with the Holy Spirit.
Acts 19:6 (NLT) says, “Then when Paul laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them,
and they spoke in other tongues and prophesied.”

Acts 2:38-39 (TLB) says, *® “And Peter replied, “Each one of you must turn from sin, return to
God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; then you also
shall receive this gift, the Holy Spirit. 3° For Christ promised him to each one of you who has
been called by the Lord our God, and to your children and even to those in distant lands!”



We need to bring children to Jesus to lay hands for the impartation of spiritual gifts.
1 Timothy 4:14 (NKJV) says, “Do not neglect the spiritual gift that is in you, which was given to
you when the prophets spoke and the elders laid their hands on you.”
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