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Introduction:

Chapter 20 begins with the Parable of the labors in the vineyard. It records Jesus’
teaching, interactions, and healing as He and the disciples continue to travel
toward Jerusalem. It is best understood as a parable about grace and reward.

The NEW King James version organizes this chapter as follows:

e The parable of the workers in the vineyard Matt 20:1-16

e Jesus a third time predicts His Death and Resurrection verses 17-19; Mk
10:32-34; Lk 18:31-34

e Greatness is Serving Matt 20:20-28

¢ Two Blind men Receive Their Sight Matt 20:29-34

Vs 1 ““For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.

Vs 2 Now when he had agreed with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent
them into his vineyard.

Vs 3 And he went out about the third hour and saw others standing idle in the
marketplace,

Vs 4 and said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right | will
give you.’ So, they went.

Vs 5 Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and did likewise.

Vs 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing idle,
and said to them, ‘Why have you been standing here idle all day?’



Vs 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go
into the vineyard, and whatever is right you will receive.’

Vs 8 “So when evening had come, the owner of the vineyard said to his steward,
‘Call the laborers and give them their wages, beginning with the last to the first.’

Vs 9 And when those came who were hired about the eleventh hour, they each
received a denarius.

Vs 10 But when the first came, they supposed that they would receive more; and
they likewise received each a denarius.

Vs 11 And when they had received it, they complained against the landowner,

Vs 12 saying, ‘These last men have worked only one hour, and you made them
equal to us who have borne the burden and the heat of the day.’

Vs 13 But he answered one of them and said, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong.
Did you not agree with me for a denarius?

Vs 14 Take what is yours and go your way. | wish to give to this last man the same
as to you.

Vs 15 Is it not lawful for me to do what | wish with my own things? Or is your eye
evil because | am good?’

Vs 16 So the last will be first, and the first last. For many are called, but few
chosen.”

In response to these verses, the parable illustrates the Kingdom of heaven, where
the landowner hires workers at different times of the day but pays them all the
same wage. It emphasizes God’s grace and sovereignty in dispensing rewards.

The Greek word (ampeios) refers to the vineyard, symbolizes God’s Kingdom.
The Bible Background Commentary breaks it down as the following:
The spiritual meaning of the workers in the vineyard ......

= The landowner represents God
= The vineyard is the Kingdom, the sphere of God’s rule



= The labors are believers, people who comes into the service of the King
= The day of the week is their lifetime
= The evening is eternity

The general idea of the parable is that everyone comes to the vineyard (by faith)
at different points in their lives. Some people are lifelong disciples of Jesus, and
some people convert only toward the end of their lives. In the kingdom of God,
both groups are treated the same.

The implication here is that God’s vineyard was being open to the Gentiles and
anyone who would submit themselves to Jesus.

Jesus a Third Time predicts His Death and Resurrection (Mk10:32-34; Lk 18:31-33
and Matt 20:17-19)

Vs 17 Now Jesus, going up to Jerusalem, took the twelve disciples aside on the
road and said to them,

Vs 18 “Behold, (means “to gaze upon look, look, observe) we are going up to
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and to the
scribes; and they will condemn Him to death,

Vs 19 and deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock and to scourge and to crucify. And
the third day He will rise again.”

Response to these verses: Jesus prepared to enter Jerusalem just before the
national festival, the Passover. The law of Moses required every Israelite to attend
annual in Jerusalem.

Jesus warns the Disciples his suffering, death, and resurrection. “The Disciples still
didn’t fully grasp what was going to happen.”

Jesus “gently was preparing them to the shock and disappointment to come and
ultimately, for the hope of the resurrection.



One commentator noted: “Jesus was warning the disciples to be careful, not to
tell anyone that He was the Christ because they had been preaching Christ as the
covenant Kingdom promised to Israel”.

In the book Genesis to Revelation vol 3 teachers Book reads “On the way to
Jerusalem “Jesus warned his disciples not to approach the city with ideals of
political Messianism beliefs in the Messiah as the savior of humankind.”

The good news in verse 19 Jesus says he will be crucified and the third day He will
rise again.”

Jesus paid a price for us. By the stripes His forgiveness, we are healed of the
burden of sin, By His death and resurrection we are healed of the fear of death.

Greatness is Serving verse 20 -28

Vs 20 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Him with her sons, kneeling
down and asking something from Him.

Vs 21 And He said to her, “What do you wish?” She said to Him, “Grant that
these two sons of mine may sit, one on Your right hand and the other on the
left, in Your kingdom.”

The mother of Zebebee’s sons James and John “wanted her sons to sit on the
right and left of Jesus—would have prominent position and share in Jesus’ status,
authority and power “in the Messianic administration of Jesus.”

She didn’t understand the kingdom of God.

Vs 22 But Jesus answered and said, “You do not know what you ask. Are you
able to drink the cup that | am about to drink, and be baptized with the baptism
that | am baptized with?” They said to Him, “We are able.”

In Mark’s account, James and John approached Jesus directly, regardless of the
role their mother played. So, James and John didn’t understand the kingdom of
God and what it mean to drink the cup Jesus was about to drink.

Jesus’s cup was a metaphor-referring to his impending suffering.



The greet word poterion is used for” cup” symbolizing the suffering and sacrifice
Jesus will endure” (on the cross)

Jesus was” warning them that following Him involves hardship, not honor.”

Vs 23 So He said to them, “You will indeed drink My cup, and be baptized with
the baptism that | am baptized with; but to sit on My right hand and on My left
is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it is prepared by My Father.”

Jesus assured James and John that they would indeed drink from his cup.

This refers to the suffering and persecution that the disciples will experience as
following Jesus.

The privilege of identifying with Christ means believers are also called to suffer.
God rewards those who share Christ’s suffering.

James and John drink of Jesus “cup “as they brought the good news of Jesus
Christ to others.

James “was the first to die/ martyrdom for his Lord”; he was beheaded by Herod
Agrippa.

John was last. He lived in exile on the Island of Patmos.” He was the only Apostle
to not die through martyrdom.”

“We can only follow Christ in His cup and baptism after we have been endued
with the spirit.” (Meyer)

Vs 24 And when the ten heard it, they were greatly displeased with the two
brothers.

This is a second issue Jesus addressed. Look at verse 24.

When the rest of the disciples heard their request, they were indignant at the two
brothers. The” ten disciples feel like these two beat them to the punch. How dare
you seek to get ahead of us in greatness and glory”!

This brings about another important teaching about greatness in the kingdom.



Vs 25 “But Jesus called them to Himself and said, “You know that the rulers of
the Gentiles Lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over
them.

Vs 26 Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great
among you, let him be your servant.

Vs 27 And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave—

Vs 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
His life a ransom for many.”

One commentator noted: what Jesus was saying in verse 25-27. The people of the
world act like this. The leaders and rulers of the world seek authority over others.
The people of the world look to be in charge and want to have authority over
people.

But look at verse 26 carefully. “It shall not be so among you.”

Greatness is found in becoming a servant. Being first is about making yourself last.
Exaltation comes from making yourself last of all. Authority is given so that we can
use that authority to serve others.

This teaching threads through many of God’s teaching in the scriptures. Why are
shepherds given authority to the church? They are given the authority to serve
the church. Why are preachers and teachers given authority? They are given
authority to serve others. Authority in marriage and in the family is given to serve
the family. No authority is given for self-promotion or self-elevation.

Then Jesus proves this by pointing to himself.
Takeaway:

In God’s kingdom, greatness is measured Not by power or prestige, but humility,
service, and self -sacrifice.

True greatness in GOd’s Kingdom comes from serving others, not from SEEKING
POWER OR AUTHORITY.



Two Blind Men Receive Their Sight verses 29-34

In these verses Jesus immediately demonstrated what He meant about serving
others

Vs 29 Now as they went out of Jericho, a great multitude followed Him.

Jericho was about 18 miles east of Jerusalem was the place where
traverses/Pilgrims on their way to Jerusalem for the Pass Over feast. Every male
over 12 years old was expected to attend.

Vs 30 And behold, two blind men sitting by the road, when they heard that
Jesus was passing by, cried out, saying, “Have mercy on us, O Lord, Son of
David!”

Vs 31 Then the multitude warned them that they should be quiet; but they cried
out all the more, saying, “Have mercy on us, O Lord, Son of David!”

Vs 32 So Jesus stood still and called them, and said, “What do you want Me to
do for you?”

Vs 33 They said to Him, “Lord, that our eyes may be opened

Vs 34 So Jesus had compassion and touched their eyes. And immediately their
eyes received sight, and they followed Him.”

Let’s take a closer look at these verses.

Jesus was traveling from Jericho with his disciples, and a great multitude followed
him. Two blind men on the roadside interrupted Jesus. Notice the blind men was
unable to see Jesus, yet His true identity as Messiah was not hidden from them.
The Ungers Bible Hand Book says, too blind men called upon Jesus as “the son of
David and were healed. They recognized His Messianic authority”

They cried out -Lord have mercy on us. The crowd tried to quiet them, but in
desperation to be healed, they got louder.



Jesus stopped, used his authority to show with compassion, asked them what
you want me to do for you. (this was a teachable Moment) Jesus’ question moved
them from a general request for mercy to voice a specific request and “commit
their faith to their healing. “They said, “Lord we want our sight”.

Jesus with compassion and authority touch their eyes and immediately, they
could see and followed Jesus.

Jesus came to serve, extend mercy, and give His life as a ransom for many.

The point of the story—Jesus healed the blind men, proving that He was indeed
the Son of God with powers beyond anything a mortal man could have.

Take away

When going through trials, sickness or whatever you want God to do for you,
don’t let outside noise distract or hinder you in your prayer of faith. Do as the
blind men stay focus with your eyes on Jesus.

Unlike the Pharisees who refused to see what was before their eyes, our response
to Jesus should be the same as that of the blind men—call on Him to give us eyes
to see spiritually, recognize Him for who He is, and follow Him.

Jesus has all authority and power. Jesus is worthy of all glory and exaltation. Yet
Jesus used all of his authority and power and glory to serve, not to be served.
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