Growing Our Church with the Return of Lost Sons and Daughters

Luke 15:11-21 (NLT)

1 To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this story: “A man had two sons. 2 The younger son told his
father, ‘I want my share of your estate now before you die.’ So his father agreed to divide his wealth between his
sons.

13 «A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a distant land, and there he wasted
all his money in wild living. 1* About the time his money ran out, a great famine swept over the land, and he began
to starve. > He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields to feed the pigs. 1° The
young man became so hungry that even the pods he was feeding the pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him
anything.

17 “When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired servants have food enough to
spare, and here I am dying of hunger! 181 will go home to my father and say, “Father, I have sinned against both
heaven and you, ' and T am no longer worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a hired servant.”’

20 “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled
with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. ?! His son said to him, ‘Father, I have
sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son."!”

According to Fuller Theological Seminary, many churches across the US are not growing because they are not
adding younger people as their congregation ages and members die.

According to Pew Research, among people born since the 1980s, about half or more say
they seldom or never attend religious services.

Pew Research also says that only 27% of 18-24-year-olds are members of a religious congregation.

However, the first group of young people that will spring forth Rhema Christian Center’s growth are the return of
lost sons and daughters.

L.

There are times when our lost sons and daughters will do things that disappoint us.
Luke 15:12a (NLT) says, “The younger son told his father, ‘I want my share of your estate now before you die”
Consider 1* Samuel 2:12, Judges 14:1-3

Sometimes our lost sons and daughters may choose to distance themselves from their parents.
Luke 15:13a (NLT) says, “A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a distant
land”.

Lost sons and daughters may also waste their parents’ investment in them.
Luke 15:13b — 14 (NLT) says, “and there he wasted all his money in wild living. '* About the time his money ran
out, a great famine swept over the land, and he began to starve,”

II.

Sometimes it takes for lost sons and daughters to hit rock bottom to realize the error of their ways before returning
to God.

Luke 15:17 (NLT) says, ““When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired
servants have food enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger!”



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%2015&version=NLT#fen-NLT-25578b

It is important for lost sons and daughters to know that no matter how far away they’ve strayed, they can always
repent and return to God.

Luke 15:18 (CEV) says, “I will go to my father and say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against God in heaven and
against you.”

Our Heavenly Father rejoices when lost sons and daughters return home.

Luke 15:20 (NLT) says, ““So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father saw
him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him.”

I11.

The question is, how will the saints who have remained in church treat lost sons and daughters when they come
back home?

Consider Luke 15:25-30

The way the saints treat lost sons and daughters when they return will determine whether or not they stay.
Let’s grow our church by praying for lost sons and daughters to return home.
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