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The Devil is After Our Children

Exodus 1:8-16 (NIV)

8 Then a new king, to whom Joseph meant nothing, came to power in Egypt. ° “Look,” he said to
his people, “the Israelites have become far too numerous for us. 1 Come, we must deal

shrewdly with them or they will become even more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join our
enemies, fight against us and leave the country.” 11 So they put slave masters over them to
oppress them with forced labor, and they built Pithom and Rameses as store cities for

Pharaoh. 2 But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread; so the
Egyptians came to dread the Israelites '3 and worked them ruthlessly. * They made their lives
bitter with harsh labor in brick and mortar and with all kinds of work in the fields; in all their
harsh labor the Egyptians worked them ruthlessly. I° The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew
midwives, whose names were Shiphrah and Puah, ' “When you are helping the Hebrew women
during childbirth on the delivery stool, if you see that the baby is a boy, kill him; but if'it is a girl,
let her live.”

I. The devil gets intimidated when he sees God’s people growing in numbers.

Exodus 1:9-10 (NIV) says, “Look, ” he said to his people, “the Israelites have become far too
numerous for us. '° Come, we must deal shrewdly with them or they will become even more
numerous and, if war breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us and leave the country.”

To prevent continued growth, one of the devil’s strategies is to wear out the saints.

Exodus 1:11 (TLB) says, “So the Egyptians made slaves of them and put brutal taskmasters over
them to wear them down under heavy burdens while building the cities of Pithom and Rameses
as supply centers for the king.”

When wearing out the adults doesn’t stop growth, the next strategy is for the devil to come after
the children.
Exodus 1:15-16 and Exodus 1:22

II. The devil is after our children because he knows that harming them can have lasting impact
that carries into adulthood.

Many of the behavioral issues exhibited by children are often due to childhood trauma, not
because they are bad.

The devil is after our children because he knows that if adults are not healed from childhood
trauma, the trauma may be passed down through generations of our families.
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ITII. The devil comes after children while they are young because he knows one day they will
have an encounter God.

Consider Exodus 3:1-7

The devil is after our children because he knows that when a child has an encounter with God,
they will discover who they really are.

Exodus 3:9-10 (CEV) says, “My people have begged for my help, and I have seen how cruel the
Egyptians are to them. 1° Now go to the king! I am sending you to lead my people out of his
country.”

The devil is after our children because he knows that once these children discover who they are,
they will bring devastation to his kingdom.
Consider Exodus 7:14-11:10
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