Growing In Our Love for Others

2 Peter 1:5-8 (NLT)

In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God's promises. Supplement your faith with a generous provision of
moral excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge, % and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient
endurance, and patient endurance with godliness, ” and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with
love for everyone. ® The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Consider also 1 John 4:7-12 (CEV)

My dear friends, we must love each other. Love comes from God, and when we love each other, it shows we have been
given new life. We are now God's children, and we know him. ® God is love, and anyone who doesn't love others has never
known him. ® God showed his love for us when he sent his only Son into the world to give us life. '’ Real love isn't our love
for God, but his love for us. God sent his Son to be the sacrifice by which our sins are forgiven. ' Dear friends, since God
loved us this much, we must love each other. > No one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and
his love is truly in our hearts.

L.

The Bible teaches us that we are commanded to love God and love others.

Mark 12:30-31 (NIV) says, “30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind
and with all your strength.’[a] 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[b] There is no commandment
greater than these.”

We show God how much we love Him when we obey His commandments.
John 14:15 (NLT) says, “If you love me, obey my commandments.”

The world judges how authentic we are as Christians based on how we love one another.
John 13:35 says, “Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.”
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Jesus is our example of how to love others.
Consider Matthew 9:35-38, Matthew 8:1-4, and John 11:1-43

Like Jesus, our love toward others should be shown in our actions and not just by our words.
1 John 3:18 (TLB) says, “Little children, let us stop just saying we love people; let us really love them, and show it by
our actions.”

Our love for others should motivate us to help those who are in need.
1 John 3:17 (TLB) says, “But if someone who is supposed to be a Christian has money enough to live well, and sees a
brother in need, and won’t help him—how can God’s love be within him?”

1.

People can’t see God physically, but they can experience His goodness by the way we love others.

Matthew 5:16 (CEV) says, “Make your light shine, so others will see the good you do and will praise your Father in
heaven.”

Our love for others could encourage a turnaround in someone’s life.
Consider Luke 19:1-10

When we show love to others, God will send people to show love to us.
Galatians 6:7 (NIV) says, “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.”
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