Transforming into the Image and Character of Christ

Spiritual formation...is the continuing process of God transforming the life, character, and person of the believer
toward the life, character, and person of Jesus Christ—accomplished by the ministry of the Spirit in the
environment of a biblical community.

Discipleship...is the ongoing process by which the believer learns to live as a transformed
individual...understanding that once we are saved God calls us to change—to allow the Holy Spirit to begin
working in our life so we can become more and more like him.

It’s the process of learning how to think and act as a follower of Jesus within the environment of a faith
community.

Image is:

- a visual representation

- a mental picture or impression

- a mental conception held in common by members of a group
- exact likeness

Character is:

- a distinguishing attribute or feature

- the sum total of mental and ethical traits marking and often individualizing a person, group, or nation
- the personality or part which an actor recreates

- a person marked by notable or conspicuous traits (whose?)

Matthew 28:19-20 (NLT) “Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. *’Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you.
And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.

3 Principles of Discipleship

1. Be Transformed not Conformed

Romans 12:1-2 (KJV) ' I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. * And be not conformed to this
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable,
and perfect, will of God.

Transformation happens when our minds are renewed from worldly (carnal) thinking (bible study, prayer,
worship)

2. Putting Away Childish Things
1 Corinthians 13:11 (KJV) "When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child:

but when I became a man, I put away childish things”

Part of the discipleship journey is to begin putting away (the process of casting away things I no longer find
useful) things that are childish (immature) in order to embody and reflect the character and image of Christ

. Speaking like a Child
. Understood as a Child
. Thought (Reasoned) as a Child



In order to embody and become who God is calling for you to be...you have to let go of things that are no longer
useful. As disciples of Christ we have to be open to receive the instruction of the Holy Spirit

3. Fight the Fight of Faith

1 Timothy 6:12 (KJV) "Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and
hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.”

. The discipleship journey is all about embodying the character and reflecting the image of Christ. Don’t get
caught up fighting people, playing politics, or wrestling with principalities. Our fight is to fight the fight of faith.
To trust God in spite of our circumstances, in spite of what people may say, and in spite of my feelings.

2 Timothy 2:1-2 (KJV) “Timothy, my dear son, be strong through the grace that God gives you in Christ Jesus. 2
You have heard me teach things that have been confirmed by many reliable witnesses. Now teach these truths to
other trustworthy people who will be able to pass them on to others.”
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