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Jesus Faces Conflict With The Religious Leaders 
 
Outline: 

1.​ Jesus teaches about marriage and divorce (Vss. 1-12) 
2.​ Jesus blesses little children (Vss.13-15) 
3.​ Jesus speaks to the rich young man (Vss. 16-28) 

 
Jesus journeying to the Temple (19:1-22:46) 

 
Jesus leaves Galilee to head for Jerusalem but more specifically for the temple at 
passover time. Matthew sandwiches a narrative between two discourses 
(18:1-35; 23:1-39) as Jesus teaches both his disciples and others along the way. 
 
(19:1-20:34) Seven discrete passages comprise this section on Jesus’s final 
journey, only one of which comprise a miracle. Preparing his disciples for his 
departure by means of teaching them and the others he encounters along the 
way must take priority, 
 
(19:1-12) God intends for married couples to remain together as long as they 
live. 
If adultery breaks the one-flesh uniqueness designed for marriage, divorce and 
remarriage are possible though never ideal. For those who can not accept those 
regulations, a celibate, single life is the appropriate alternative. 
 
 
 
Matthew 19:1-2 NKJV 
[1] Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these sayings, that He 
departed from Galilee and came to the region of Judea beyond the Jordan. 
[2] And great multitudes followed Him, and He healed them there. 
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Matthew 19:3 NKJV 
[3] The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, “Is it 
lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?” 
 
Verses 3-12 summation 
John had been put in prison and killed, at least in part for his public opinions on 
marriage and divorce, and the Pharisees hoped to trap Jesus too.  
They were trying to trick Jesus by having him pick sides in a theological 
controversy.  
Two main groups had two opposing views of divorce. One group supported 
divorce for almost any reason. The other believed divorce could be allowed only 
for marital unfaithfulness. 
This conflict hinged on how each group interpreted Deuteronomy (24:1-4). 
 
Deuteronomy 24:1-4 NKJV 
[1] “When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds 
no favor in his eyes because he has found some uncleanness in her, and 
he writes her a certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her out 
of his house, [2] when she has departed from his house, and goes and 
becomes another man’s wife, [3] if the latter husband detests her and 
writes her a certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her out of 
his house, or if the latter husband dies who took her as his wife, [4] then 
her former husband who divorced her must not take her back to be his wife 
after she has been defiled; for that is an abomination before the Lord, and 
you shall not bring sin on the land which the Lord your God is giving you 
as an inheritance. 
 
But in his answer, Jesus focused on marriage rather than divorce. He pointed out 
that God intended marriage to be permanent, and he gave four reasons for the 
importance of marriage. 
 
Matthew 19:4-5 NKJV 
[4] And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who 
made them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ [5] and said, ‘For 
this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his 
wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?  
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Jesus quotes Gen. 1:27 and 2:24, God's purpose for marriage from the very 
dawn of creation. 
 
Genesis 1:27 NKJV 
[27] So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created 
him; male and female He created them.  
 
Genesis 2:24 NKJV 
[24] Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his 
wife, and they shall become one flesh. 
 
(V.5) The male and female uniting together transfers their most important human 
allegiance from parents to spouse, and become one flesh. They consummate 
that commitment with sexual intercourse and close, loving fellowship. 
 
 
Matthew 19:6 NKJV 
[6] So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has 
joined together, let not man separate.” 
 
 
What God has joined together: Applies to the newly formed marital union.  
Nothing limits this to Christian marriages or any other subset of marriages, as if 
there were certain married couples that God has not joined. 
 
Let no one separate: refers to husband, wife, and any other third party. 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 19:7-8 NKJV 
[7] They said to Him, “Why then did Moses command to give a certificate of 
divorce, and to put her away?” [8] He said to them, “Moses, because of the 
hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the 
beginning it was not so. 
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Divorce was permitted under various circumstances in OT times, but Jesus says 
this was a concession to the Israelites, whose “hearts were hard”. “But it was not 
this way from the beginning”, before the giving of the law and so it is not to be 
this way among Jesus’ followers. 
Hardheartedness, therefore, can not be a legitimate reason for divorce in the age 
of the new covenant. Jesus is reaffirming God’s original intention that marriage 
be permanent and lifelong. 
 
 Vs.[9] And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual 
immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries 
her who is divorced commits adultery.” 
 
Except for sexual immorality (fornication) 
God’s will for marriage is one mate. 
To this Jesus gives an exception, namely, fornication. 
Fornication is marital unfaithfulness (Gk. porneia) and includes adultery and any 
kind of sexual immorality. 
 

The following are important biblical facts concerning divorce. 
 

1.​ When Jesus criticizes divorce (Vss. 7-8), He is not criticizing a separation 
because of adultery, but a divorce permitted in the O.T., in those cases 
where a husband discovered premarital unchastity after the marriage 
ceremony had taken place  (Deut. 24:1-4).  

God’s desire was that the two remain together. However, He permitted divorce 
due to premarital unchastity because of the hardness of the people’s hearts (7-8). 

 
2.​ In the case of immorality after marriage, the O.T. law prescribed the 

dissolving of the marriage by executing both the offending parties (Lev. 
20:10; Deut. 22:22). This of course, would leave the innocent person free 
to remarry. (Rom, 7:2; 1 Corn.7:39). 

 
3.​ Under the new covenant the privileges of the believers are no less. 

Although divorce is a tragedy, marital unfaithfulness is such a cruel sin 
against one’s mate that Christ states that the innocent party has a proper 
right to end the marriage by divorce based on adultery. They are free to 
marry another believer (1 Cor. 7:27-28). 
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4.​ Paul’s treatment of marriage and desertion (1Corn, 7:12-16) indicates that 
a marriage also may be dissolved by the desertion of an unbelieving 
spouse. He further indicates that remarriage by the believer in such cases 
is not a sin (1Cor. 7:15).  

 
Matthew 19:10-11 NKJV 
[10] His disciples said to Him, “If such is the case of the man with his wife, 
it is better not to marry.” [11] But He said to them, “All cannot accept this 
saying, but only those to whom it has been given:  
 
There are also many good reasons for not marrying, one being to have more 
time to work for God’s Kingdom. Don’t assume that God wants everyone to 
marry.For many it may be better if they don’t. Be sure that you prayerfully seek 
God’s will before you make the lifelong commitment of marriage. 
 
Matthew 19:12 NKJV 
[12] For there are eunuchs who were born thus from their mother’s womb, 
and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men, and there are 
eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s 
sake. He who is able to accept it, let him accept it.” 
 
 

“A eunuch" 
 
 

A eunuch is an emasculated male ( a man with no testicles). Jesus’s point here is 
that some people have physical limitations that prevent them from marrying, 
while others choose not to marry because, in their situation, they can serve God 
better as single people. 
 
Jesus was not teaching to avoid marriage because it is inconvenient or takes 
away our freedom.That would be selfish. A good reason to stay single is to use 
the time and freedom to serve God. Paul elaborates on this in 1 Corinthians 7. 
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Jesus blesses the little children (Vss. 13-15) 

 
Matthew 19:13-15 NKJV 
[13] Then little children were brought to Him that He might put His hands on 
them and pray, but the disciples rebuked them. [14] But Jesus said, “Let 
the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.” [15] And He laid His hands on them and departed from 
there. 
 
Children were viewed as second class citizens in antiquity. Therefore, a great 
Rabbi shouldn’t be bothered by them, Jesus’ disciples naturally thought. 
However, Jesus disagreed. 
 
 
The disciples must have forgotten what Jesus had said about children (18:4-6). 
Jesus wanted little children to come because he loves them and they have the 
kind of attitude needed to approach God. He didn’t mean that heaven is only 
meant for children, but people need childlike attitudes of trust in God. 
The receptiveness of little children was a great contrast to the stubbornness of 
the leaders who let their education and sophistication stand in the way of the 
simple faith needed to believe in Jesus. 
 

Jesus speaks to the rich young ruler (Vss.16-28) 
 
This is the only account in the entire Bible in which someone is asked to sell all 
their possessions, so it is not a guide for everyone in every circumstance. 
But the person who is too quickly relieved by this observation might be precisely 
the kind of person God is calling to imitate this young man. 
 
(Vs. 16) Matthew 19:16 NKJV 
Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher, what good thing 
shall I do that I may have eternal life?” 
The questioner is concerned about a key Jewish issue: the relationship between 
good works and eternal life. 
 
 

6 



Matthew 19:17 NKJV 
[17] So He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, 
that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments.” 
 
Matthew probably phrases this verse to avoid the potential misunderstanding that 
imagines Jesus to be denying his goodness. 
 
Matthew 19:18-20 NKJV 
[18] He said to Him, “Which ones?” Jesus said, “‘You shall not murder,’ 
‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear 
false witness,’ [19] ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’ ” [20] The young man said to Him, “All 
these things I have kept from my youth. What do I still lack?” 
 
In response to the young man’s question about what good deed he needed to do 
in order to be assured of eternal life, Jesus told him to keep God’s Ten 
Commandments.  
Jesus then listed six of them, all referring to relationships with others. 
When the young man replied that he had kept them., Jesus told him that he must 
do something more; sell everything and give everything to the poor. 
Jesus’ statement exposed the man’s weakness. In reality, his wealth was his idol, 
his “graven image,” and he would not give it up. 
 
 
Thus he violated the first and greatest commandment (Exodus 3:20) 
Exodus 20:3 ESV 
[3]  “You shall have no other gods before me. 
 
Matthew 19:21 ESV 
[21] Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess 
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, 
follow me.”  
 
When Jesus told this young man that he would “be perfect” if he gave everything 
he had to the poor, he wasn’t speaking in the temporal, human sense.  
Jesus was explaining how to be “justified,” made whole or complete, in God’s 
sight. 
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A moment of introspection: An examination of one’s own conscious thoughts and 
feelings, or the examination of one’s soul (mind, will, and emotions). 
 
Should all believers sell everything they own? No! 
We are responsible to care for our own needs and the needs of our families so as 

not to be a burden on others. We should, however, be willing to give up   
everything if God asks us to do so. This kind of attitude allows nothing to come 
between us and God and keeps us from using our God given wealth selfishly.  

 
Matthew 19:22 NKJV 
[22] But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, 
for he had great possessions. 
 
Jesus recognizes the young man's great wealth is what is really standing in the 
way of true discipleship, so he tells him to sell his goods and give to the poor.  
These commands must not be separated from their positive counterpart:”then 
come, follow me,” Altruism (the concept of selfless concern for the well being of 
others) without faith in Jesus does not lead to “treasure in heaven”. That the man 
“went away sad” demonstrates the accuracy of Jesus’ diagnosis and the 
unwillingness of the man to accept the prescribed treatment for his failing. 
Unlike the young man, we must be willing to give up anything that Christ asks us. 
Our commitment to him can be nothing less. 
 

With God All Things Are Possible (Vss.23-26) 
 
Matthew 19:23-26 NKJV 
[23] Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. [24] And again I say to you, 
it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man 
to enter the kingdom of God.” [25] When His disciples heard it, they were 
greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” [26] But Jesus 
looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with 
God all things are possible.” 
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Because it is impossible for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, it appears 
impossible for a rich person to get into heaven. The disciples were astounded. 
They thought that if anyone could be saved, it would be the rich, whom their 
culture considered especially blessed by God. 
Jesus ex[plained, however, that “with God all things are possible” (Vs. 26). 
Even the rich can enter the kingdom if God brings them in. 
Faith in Christ, not in self or riches, is what counts.  
 

What are you counting for salvation? 
 
Some have suggested that there was a narrow “eye of a needle“ gate in 
Jerusalem that camels could go through only with great difficulty. But this 
notion did not develop until a millennium after the time of Christ. Jesus’s 
words form a metaphor, pure and simple. 
It is harder for the “rich to enter the kingdom” (Vs. 23) than for the largest 
common animal in the ancient Middle East to go through the smallest 
common aperture. 
In other words, it is humanly “impossible, but with God all things are 
possible” (Vs.26). 
 
 
Matthew 19:27 NKJV 
[27] Then Peter answered and said to Him, “See, we have left all and 
followed You. Therefore what shall we have?” 
 
Unlike the rich young man, the disciples have left their jobs and resources behind 
to follow Jesus. Peter understandably asks what is in it for them. 
 
In the Bible God gives rewards to his people according to his justice.  
In the Old Testament, obedience often brought reward in this life (Deut. 28), but 
obedience and immediate reward are not always linked. If they were, good 
people would always be rich, and suffering would always be a sign of sin.  
 through the Holy Spirit. Later, in eternity, we will be rewarded for our faith 
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As believers, our true reward is God’s presence and power and service.  If 
material rewards in this life came to us for every faithful deed, we would be 
tempted to boast about our achievements and act out of wrong motivations. 

 
 
 
Matthew 19:28 NKJV 
[28] So Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I say to you, that in the 
regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who 
have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel.  
 
 
Jesus promises that when he returns (“at the renewal of all things”), the 12 
apostles will “ sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 
How believers help Jesus in final judgement is never described, but 1 Corinthians 
6:3 suggests that even the rather immature Corinthian Christians would be 
involved in judging angels. 
 
The context of the apostle’s sacrifice versus the rich man’s refusal to sacrifice, 
however, suggests that the judgement here is the condemnation of that portion of 
Israel that does not believe in Jesus. That the 12 apostles oversee the fate of the 
12 tribes suggest that the (still Jewish) Leadership of the Jesus movement is 
replacing the current, corrupt leadership in Israel. 
 
Matthew 19:29 NKJV 
[29] And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or wife or children or lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a 
hundredfold, and inherit eternal life.  
 
Jesus assured the disciples that anyone who gives up something valuable for his 
sake will be repaid many times over in this life, although not necessarily in the 
same form . 

For example a person may be rejected by their family for accepting Christ, 
but they will gain the larger family of believers. 
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Matthew 19:30 NKJV 
[30] But many who are first will be last, and the last first. 
 
 

Many who are first will be last 
 

Like the rich young man, those who are first in this life will be last in the next, 
(many who are last will be first). Like the disciples, those who are last in this life 
will be first in the coming fullness of the kingdom. 
 

Jesus turned the world’s values upside down. 
Consider the most powerful or well known people in our world (?) how many got 
where they are by being mild tempered, self-effacing, and gentle? Not many! But 
in the life to come, the last will be first…(if they got in last place) by following 
Jesus.  
Don’t forfeit eternal rewards for temporary benefits. Be willing to make sacrifices 
now for greater rewards later. Be willing to accept man’s disapproval for God’s 
approval. 
 

FIRST SHALL BE LAST 
 

The “FIRST” are those who because of their wealth, education, status, position, 
or talents are held in esteem by the world and sometimes by the church.  
 
The “last” are those who are unknown and considered unimportant.  
In the age to come, “many” who were thought to be great leaders in the 
church will be given positions behind others, and many who were unknown 
will be exalted to glorious positions (1 Corn. 15:41-42). 
 
This is because God values people, not by outward appearances, but by 
sincerity, purity, and love in their hearts (1 Samuel 16:7). 
 
Lastly, there are the stories of the poor widow (Mark 12:42-44) and the 
contemporary, Mother Theresa. 
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 Mary of Bethany (26:7-13) Exaltation through humility “The anointing of 
Jesus” 
 
 
Matthew 26:6-13 NKJV 
[6] And when Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, [7] a woman 
came to Him having an alabaster flask of very costly fragrant oil, and she poured 
it on His head as He sat at the table. [8] But when His disciples saw it, they were 
indignant, saying, “Why this waste? [9] For this fragrant oil might have been sold 
for much and given to the poor.” [10] But when Jesus was aware of it, He said to 
them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a good work for 
me. [11] For you always have the poor with you always, but Me you do not 
always. [12] For pouring this fragrant oil on My body, she did it for My 
burial. [13] Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the 
whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to 
her.” 
 
The Lord Jesus has ordained that this story of Mary anointing Him should always 
accompany the preaching of the gospel. This is because she exemplifies better 
than anyone else the dedication that all followers of Christ should have. 
 
Her act was the expression of her deep devotion and profound love for the 
master.  
The Christian faith is more than working for Jesus. It is first of all a personal 
ministering unto Him.  
 
We learn here that our heartfelt attachment and love to Jesus is our most 
valuable aspect of our relationship to Him. 
 
 
Reference: 
NIV ZONDERVAN STURDY BIBLE 
Life Application Study Bible  
Student Application Study Bible - KJV 
Wikipedia 
Google Search  
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