Bible Study
Tues & Wed (Oct 14-15, 2025)
Teacher, Marilyn Oden.

Matthew Chapter 17 NASV

Matthew 17 encourages believers to embrace faith beyond
understanding and reveals the inspiring divinity of Jesus. His
transfiguration not only provides a glimpse of His divine glory but
also sets a cornerstone for our faith, while His healing of the
demon-possessed boy emphasizes the power of unwavering
faith, prayer and fasting. Jesus also teaches us about submission
to authorities and God’s provision in the story of the temple tax.
This chapter, laden with spiritual lessons encourages us to live
with faith, expect miracles, and embrace the majesty of Christ
divine mission.

Matthew Chapter 17 can be Viewed in 4 Parts

1-Jesus Transfigured on the Mount Vss. 1-13

2-Healing of a boy who was demon-possessed Vss. 14-21
3-Jesus Again Predicts His Death and Resurrection Vss. 22-
23

4-Peter and his Master Pay Their Taxes Vss. 24-27.

The Transfiguration Vss. 1-13

1-Six days later, Jesus *took with Him Peter

and =james, and his brother John, and *led them up on
a high mountain by themselves. 2-And He was
transfigured before them; and His face shone like the
sun, and His garments became as white as light.

Jesus took with Him Peter, James and John: Jesus
did not invite all the disciples, but only these three.

1


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2017&version=NASB#fen-NASB-23702a

Perhaps Jesus did this to prevent the account of this
amazing miracle being told of before the time was right.
(Mat. 17:9).

Led them up on a high mountain: There have been
several suggestions for the location of the Mount of
Transfiguration. Some say it is Mount Tabor or Mount
Hermon or Mount Miron, but “the name of the ‘high
mountain can never be known; for those who knew
the locality have left no information (Spurgeon).

He was transfigured before them: The word
transfigured speaks of a transformation, not merely a
change in outward appearance. The effect was extremely
striking; Jesus became so bright in appearance that He
was even difficult to look at like the sun.

“The verb metamorphous” (transfigure, transform,
change in form) suggests a change of inmost nature that
may be outwardly visible”. (Carson).

His face shone like the sun, and His garments
became as white as light: it was His face that did
shine as the sun. He wasn’t transformed into another
being with another body; it was His own face that shone.

3-And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them,
talking with Him: Moses and Elijah: These two Old
Testament persons appeared and spoke with the
transfigured Jesus. Moses had lived some 1400 years
before and Elijah about 900 years before; Yet they were
alive in a resurrected, glorified state.

From this we see “saints long departed still alive; live in their
personality; are known by their names; and enjoying near access
to Christ.” (Spurgeon).



Talking with Him: Luke 9:31 tells us the theme of their
conversation; they spoke of His decease which He was about to
accomplish at Jerusalem. They spoke of the upcoming work of
the cross, and the resurrection to follow.

4-Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here: If
You wish , | will make three wtabernacles here: one for You,
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5- While he was still
speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a
voice from the cloud said, “This is My beloved Son, with
whom | am well pleased; listen to Him!”

Lord, it is good we are here, if You want, | will make three
tabernacles here: one for You, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah: Mark 9:6 point out that Peter didn’t know what he was
saying when he said this. The effect of his words put Jesus on an
equal level with Moses and Elijah, building equal shrines for each
of them.

A bright cloud overshadowed them: This is the cloud of God’s
glory, called the shekinah in the Old Testament. From this cloud
of glory, God the Father spoke.

This is My beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased: listen
to Him! The Father, from heaven, rebuked Peter’s attempt to put
Jesus on an equal footing with Moses and Elijah- and while He
was still speaking, it was important to interrupt Peter, so that all
would know that Jesus is unique and the beloved Son of God.
Jesus deserves our special attention, so listen to Him.
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6 When the disciples heard this, they fell u«face down to the
ground and were terrified. 7 And Jesus came to them and
touched them and said, “Get up, and do not be afraid”

They fell face down: Dismayed by the voice and dazzled by the
glory of the cloud. Saul of Tarsus had this same experience in
Acts 9:3-4, ...he came near to Damascus, and suddenly a
light from heaven flashed around him, and he fell to the
ground. Then he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why
are you persecuting Me.

Jesus came and touched them: Exactly parallel to this account
is Daniel 8:18, | was in a deep sleep, (trance) on my face
towards the ground; but He touched me and set me upright.
From Jesus alone are we to expect Divine communications.

8 And raising their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus
Himself alone. 9 When they were coming down from
the mountain, Jesus commanded them, saying, “Tell
the vision to no one until the Son of Man has risen
from the dead”.

“Tell the vision to no one: they have seen on the
mountain. They may only do so after His resurrection.
Only then will they receive the Holy Spirit and only then
can the content and scope of the Vision be understood
by them or any other.

10 And His disciples asked Him, “Why then do the
scribes say that Elijah must come first?” 11 And He
answered and said, “Elijah is coming and will restore
all things; 12 but | say to you that Elijah already
came, and they did not recognize him, but did «wto him
whatever they wanted. So also the Son of Man is
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going to suffer «at their hands.” 13Then the disciples
understood that He had spoken to them about John
the Baptist.

Why then do the scribes say that Elijah must come
first? The disciples had heard that Elijah must come first,
according to the promise of Malachi 4:5: Behold, | will
send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of
the great and dreadful day of the LORD.

“Elijah is coming and will restore all things: The first
coming of Jesus did not bring the great and dreadful
day of the LORD. The Malachi 4:5 coming of Elijah is
probably best identified with the appearance of the two
witnesses of Rev.11:3-13 and the second coming of
Jesus.

But | say to you that Elijah already came: Jesus
could rightly say “Elijah already came” because Elijah
had arrived in the work of John the Baptist, who
ministered in Elijah’s spirit and power. We read in Luke
1:17 “It is he who will go as a frontrunner before
Him in the spirit and power of Elijah....

The Demon Possessed Boy Vss. 14-21

14 When they came to the crowd, a man came up

to nJesus, falling on his knees before Him and

saying, 215 Lord, have mercy on my son, because

he has seizures and suffers terribly; for he often falls
into the fire and often into the water. 16 And |
brought him to Your disciples, and they could not cure
him.” 17 And Jesus answered and said, “You
unbelieving and perverse generation, how long shall |
be with you? How long shall | put up with you? Bring
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him here to Me.” 18 And Jesus rebuked him, and the
demon came out of him, and the boy was healed mat
once. 19 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately
and said, “Why could we not cast it out?” 20 And He
*said to them, “Because of your meager faith; for truly
| say to you, if you have faith as uthe size of a mustard
seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here
to there,” and it will move; and nothing will be
impossible for you.u”21 However; this kind does not
go out except by prayer and fasting.”

Lord, have mercy on my son, because he has seizures: (he is
a lunatic, an epileptic); This boy (seizures- epileptic) symptoms
were demonic in origin (Mat. 17:18), though this is not to be said
about every case of epileptic symptoms either then or today.

| brought him to Your disciples, but they could not cure him:
sometimes Jesus disciples fail, but Jesus never does. The man
was wise in going straight to Jesus when His disciples failed.
There are ranks of demonic powers and some demons are
stronger (more stubborn, resistant) than others. We read in Eph.
6:12), our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of
this darkness, against spiritual forces of wickedness in the
heavenly places.

“O unbelieving and perverse generation, how long shall | be
with you: There is a sense here that Jesus is frustrated with His
disciples. His season of ministry before the cross was coming to
an end, and perhaps He felt frustration that His disciples did not
have faith.

“Because of your meager faith; Jesus laid the inability of the
disciples to cast out the demon at their unbelief. To be successful
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in a battle against demons, there must be complete trust in the
LORD GOD Who has authority over all demons

Jesus said to them, “if you have faith as a mustard seed: The
faith we must have has more to do with what kind of faith it is than
how much faith there is. A small amount of faith, as small as a
mustard seed (a very small seed), can accomplish great things if
that small amount of faith is placed in the Great and Mighty God.

You will say to this mountain, “move from here to there”:
Jesus here calls faith an uprooter of mountains.

This kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting: We
show our faith in and reliance on God through prayer and fasting
and we display our weakness without Him when we try to do
anything without Him.

Jesus Again Predicts His Death and Resurrection
Vs. 22-23

22 And while they were gathering together in Galilee,
Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is going to

be whanded over to men; 23 and they will kill Him,
and He will be raised on the third day.” And they
were deeply grieved.

“The Son of Man is going to be handed over to
men; Though they were frequent, these reminders about
Jesus’s suffering and resurrection were disbelieved and
forgotten by the disciples until after His resurrection.
They were reminded of what Jesus told them in Luke
24:6-8 “He is not here, but He has risen.
Remember how He spoke to you while He was still
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in Galilee, 7 saying that the Son of Man must be
delivered into the hands of men, and be crucified,
and the third day rise again.” 8 And they
remembered His words.

We know that the disciples didn’t really comprehend the
glorious triumph of the resurrection because they were
deeply grieved.

Peter and His Master Pay Their Taxes Vss. 24-27

24 Now when they came to Capernaum, those who
collected the ntwo-drachma tax came to Peter and
said, “Does your teacher not pay the mtwo-

drachma tax?” 25 He *said, “Yes.” And when he
came into the house, Jesus spoke to him first,
saying, “What do you think, Simon? From whom do
the kings of the earth collect customs or mpoll-tax,
from their sons or from strangers?” 26

When Peter said, “From strangers,” Jesus said to
him, “Then the sons are wexempt. 27 27 However, so
that we do not offend them, go to the sea and throw
in @ hook, and take the first fish that comes up; and
when you open its mouth, you will find a wstater. Take
that and give it to them for you and Me.”

Does your teacher not pay the two-drachma
(temple tax)?” This was a normal tax or fee applied to
every Jewish man. Faithful Jewish men paid this
obligation, but others try to escape the responsibilities.

From whom do the Kings of the earth collect
customs or poll-tax from, from their sons or
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strangers?” Peter gave the quick and natural answer to
this question. But then Jesus explained that He is not
obliged to pay this tax, because the Father doesn’t
require it of His Own Son.

That we don’t offend them: Jesus recognized the
importance of avoiding needless controversy and so was
willing to pay the tax to not offend those who questioned.
“In other words, Jesus was saying: “we must pay what is
required in order not to set a bad example to others. We
must not only do our duty, we must go beyond our duty,
in order that we may show others what they ought to do
also.

Cast in a hook: How this money came into the mouth of
the fish is a very ideal dispute, considering that He that
gave the order is the creator of all things and know all
things. (Pole).

Take that and give it to them for you and Me: Jesus
trusted in the miraculous provision of God and that He
will provide all our needs. It is unheard of for a person to
catch a fish and find money in its mouth, but with God all
things are possible for those who believe.

Jesus paying the taxes for Peater was a foreshadow of the
work of redemption for all men. Jesus, who did not
actually owe the price for sins paid the price for us on the
cross with His own life, and He paid it for all mankind.



References: New American Standard Bible, Bible Hub
Commentary online, Poole, Carson, Webster Dictonary.
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