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Triumphant Tuesday Bible StudyMatthew 18th chapterOctober 21, 2025Rosie Seals
This evening, we’re looking at the 18th chapter of Matthew. Matthew, alsoknown as Levi, was a tax collector, he was viewed as being a traitor; because beinga Jew himself, he worked for Rome and was referred to by some as being a Romanpuppet. Tax collectors were notorious cheaters, squeezing whatever they could outof their fellow citizens so they could skim a healthy profit off the top forthemselves. But whatever Matthew once was; when he encountered Jesus atransformation began to take place.
Matt 9:9NLT, “As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man
named Matthew sitting at his tax collector’s
booth. “Follow me and be my disciple,” Jesus said to him.
So Matthew got up and followed him.”

As mentioned, Levi’s name became Matthew when he accepted Jesus’ call tofollow Him. The name Levi comes from the Hebrew meaning “joined” Matthew isits Greek counterpart, meaning “gift of God.” This change of name symbolizesLevi’s spiritual rebirth and the new identity he has as an apostle
The fact that Levi became known as Matthew teaches us three powerful truths:

· #1God looks beyond our past: No matter where we’ve come from, He seesthe potential within us.
· #2Transformation is possible: When we respond to Jesus’ call, our livescan be completely changed.
· #3We receive a new identity in Christ: Just as Levi was given a newpurpose and name, so too do we find new life in Him."

As we continue through the chapters of Matthew, we see Jesus not only teaching,but He also reveals His compassion and power-healing the sick, casting outdemons, calming storms, multiplying food, and even raising the dead.
Jesus taught his disciples three foundational truths: faith, discipleship, and the costof following him.
#1 Faith. When the disciples asked why they couldn’t cast out a demon, Jesuspointed to the real problem — a lack of faith. He reminded them that even faith as
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small as a mustard seed can move mountains (Matt. 17:20). The lesson: even tinyfaith, placed in God’s power, can accomplish great things.
#2 Discipleship. Following Jesus is not about human priorities or personalconvenience. Jesus made it clear that anyone who would be his disciple must denythemselves, take up their cross, and follow him daily (Matt. 16:24). Discipleship isa life of surrender — by following Jesus’ example in thought, word, and deed.
#3 The cost of following him. Jesus also taught that following him requires dailysurrender. He warned that whoever seeks to hold on to their life will lose it, butwhoever loses their life for his sake will find it (Luke 9:23–24). True discipleshipcan demand giving up possessions, and comfort (Luke 14:33). In other words,Jesus often calls us out of our comfort zones — into risk, faith, and obedience —because that’s where our growth lies are in obedience, and our purpose is formedwithin us (2 Cor. 5:7; Heb. 11:8; Eph. 2:10).
This evening, we will continue with Matthew 18, which gives guidance on how tolive as a Kingdom community of believers under God. As we read, keep theseguiding questions in mind:

· #1 Who is the greatest in the kingdom?
· #2 How far must we go in forgiving others?

Matthew 18 reminds us that the Lord’s kingdom is more than miracles; it is aKingdom built on relationships, marked by humility, guided by accountability,strengthened by unity, and covered in forgiveness.
With 35 verses before us, let’s step into Matthew 18 and dig deeper into thetreasures of truth and wisdom that the Lord has placed in His Word.
In the opening of Matt 18, verses 1-5, we find Jesus in conversation with Hisdisciples; they ask Him a question that reveals their misunderstanding of what Hismission was about. The disciples’ expected Jesus to be a political Messiah-onewho would free Israel from Roman oppression and restore the kingdom of Israel toits former glory. They longed for a deliverer who would reign on David’s throne inearthly power. Their question shows they still imagined a kingdom of politicalpower, earthly glory, and social ranking. Their question reflects a mindset thatmany of us wrestle with. Being in the flesh, there’s a desire for position,recognition, and status. Jesus gave them an answer in away that would overturnwhat people would normally expect. Jesus redirects their vision – His kingdom isdifferent, spiritual, eternal, and transformational. The disciples imagined an earthly
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crown; Jesus offered them a heavenly kingdom. His rule is not temporary orpolitical but eternal and spiritual. 
Matthew18:1-5 reads as follows from The Passion Translation and these passagesof scripture are titled:
Childlike – 1-5
1 At that time the disciples came to ask Jesus, “Who is considered
to be the greatest in heaven’s kingdom realm? 2 Jesus called a
little one to his side and said to them, 3 “Learn this well: Unless
you dramatically change your way of thinking and become
teachable like a little child, you will never be able to enter in. 4
Whoever continually humbles himself to become like this little
child is the greatest one in heaven’s kingdom realm. 5 And if you
tenderly care for this little one on my behalf, you are tenderly
caring for me.

Greatness in God’s kingdom isn’t based on the number of
positions held, whose most powerful, most influential, the loudest
nor the quietest-it’s through humility. When the question was
asked, “whose considered to be the greatest in the kingdom
realm? Jesus brought their attention to a little child, because
children have many needs and must trust others to take care of
them. Jesus taught that His disciples must become as little
children. Discipleship is a daily journey. The moment we think
we’ve arrived, we stop being childlike in our faith. In the Kingdom
of God, no one has arrived – we are pilgrims pressing forward,
toward the mark of the higher calling in Christ Jesus. Philippians
3rd chap, Paul admits he hadn’t arrived, he stated, “Not that I
have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at
my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which
Christ Jesus took hold of me…I press on toward the goal to
win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in
Christ Jesus.’ The disciples literally walked with Jesus daily and
their focus was on the organization of Jesus’ earthly kingdom. 1
Cor 8:2, “Those who think they know something do not yet
know as they ought to know.”
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Thinking of status and recognition is a worldly mindset; their
question of whose to be the greatest revealed pride. By placing a
child among them, Jesus taught that true greatness comes
through humility, dependence on God and a heart of innocence.
As stated in 1 Peter 5:6, “Humble yourselves under the
mighty hand of God (set aside self-righteous pride), so
that He may exalt you (to a place of honor in His service)
at the appropriate time.”

Jesus stated, unless we become like a child, we will not even enter
the kingdom of heaven; meaning salvation requires humility,
trust, and dependence – not status, works, nor self-importance.
John 3:3 states it this way, “Very truly I tell you, no one can
see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.”
Rebirth implies, starting over– like a child. Greatness in God’s
kingdom is measured not by how many people serve us, but by
how many we serve. A Biblical example of humility in service is
found in John 13:12-15 – the King of Kings stooped to serve, in
the washing of the disciple feet, displaying greatness through
humility. Biblical example of childlike-greatness, is of David found
in 1 Samuel 16:11-13, it tells of David being overlooked as the
youngest boy, yet chosen by God because of his heart, not his
outward appearance.

Greatness is often measured by money, influence, titles and
followers. But in God’s kingdom, greatness is measured by
humility, service, and trust in God. An example is: a leader in
church who is willing to stack chairs, run the vacuum cleaner, and
serve unnoticed is closer to Christ’s idea of “great.”

To become like a child is letting go of pride and self-sufficiency;
depending fully on God’s guidance, serving others, especially
those society overlooks.

Verse 5 says: “Whoever receives and welcomes one child like this
in My name receives Me.” This tells me that, this isn’t only about
children, but anyone that we see as “small” or insignificant.”
Matt 25:40, Easy translation reads, “I tell you this. You did all
these things to help other people. They were not
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important people, but they were my friends. When you
helped them, then you also helped me.”

How we treat the overlooked-the homeless, the elderly, the
orphan, the stranger-is how we are treating Christ Himself. So
who is the greatest in God’s kingdom? It’s the one who humbles
themselves like a child; the one who serves rather than demands
to be served and the one who welcomes and love the least of
those among us.

True greatness in God’s eyes isn’t position, nor status, but about
service, it’s about serving others.

Let’s turn our attention to one of the most severe warnings Jesus
ever gave found in Matt 18:6-10; these passages of scripture
are titled, “Stumbling Blocks.”. These passages are not to make
us feel comfortable but demand that we examine our lives
seriously. These passages speak not only about our personal sin,
but also about our choices and the examples we display in our
daily live as Christians; how others can be impacted-especially
those who are younger in the faith.

Stumbling Blocks – 6-10

6 But if anyone abuses one of these little ones who believes in
me, it would be better for him to have a heavy boulder tied
around his neck and be hurled into the deepest sea than to face
the punishment he deserves! 7 Misery will come to the one who
lures people away into sin. Troubles and obstacles to your faith
are inevitable, but great devastation will come to the one guilty of
causing others to stumble! 8 If your hand clings to sin, cut it off
and throw it away. If your foot continually steps onto sin’s path,
cut if off and throw it away. For it is better for you to enter into
heaven crippled and maimed than to have both hands and both
feet and be thrown into the eternal fire. 9 And if your eye is
always focusing on sin, pluck it out and throw it away. For it is
better for you to enter into heaven with one eye than to be
thrown into hell fire with two. 10 “Be careful that you not corrupt
one of these little ones. For I can assure you that in heaven each
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of their guardian angels always sees the face of my heavenly
Father.”

God surrounds us with people who help shape our walk with Him.
Parents, mentors, pastors/leaders, and fellow believers-each of us
carries a responsibility to guide, encourage, and protect the little
ones – little ones, meaning, children that haven’t reached the age
of accountability and babes in Christ (young in the faith of
believers in Christ). Jesus warns that anyone who trips up, one of
these little ones, will be better off drowned with a millstone
around their neck. This should tell us as Christians, we are called
to build up, not tear down, to point little ones to Christ, not cause
them to stumble.

God takes influence of Christians seriously. I’d like to try and
highlight how God’s influence flows.

God the perfect influencer- God is the ultimate model of influence
because His character is flawless, His motives are pure, and His
actions always lead His children toward life, truth and holiness.
Unlike human influence, which can be flawed or self-centered,
God’s influence is perfect because it flows out of His love,
wisdom, and righteousness.

God influences through His love-God draws people to Himself not
by force, but by love. His love influences us to trust Him and
follow Him (Jer 31:3) Long ago the LORD said to Israel:
“I have loved you, my people, with an everlasting love.

With unfailing love I have drawn you to myself.

God influences through His guidance-God influences by leading,
teaching, and directing us. He doesn’t leave us wandering but
sets the path before us. (Ps 32:8) I will instruct you and teach
you in the way you should go;

I will counsel you with my loving eye on you.

God influences through His example-God sets the standard by His
own holiness, inviting us to imitate His character. (1 Peter 1:16)
For the Scriptures say, “You must be holy because I am holy.
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God influence through His discipline and correction-even
correction is an influence-shaping us into maturity, so we don’t
remain babes in Christ (Heb 12:6) For the LORD disciplines those
he loves,

and he punishes each one he accepts as his child.”

God influences through Christ, the living example-God influences
us perfectly through Christ’s life, humility, sacrifice, and
resurrection power (John 13:15) I have set you an example that
you should do as I have done for you.

God is the perfect influencer, and He calls parents,
pastors/leaders, mentors, and fellow Christians to reflect His
influence. Together, we shape the lives of the little ones-not by
arrogance or neglect, but by love, humility, and faithful example.

We are called to guard our example; as Christians, our lives are
under a constant spotlight. Small compromises may look
harmless, but in God’s standard, sin has no size-it’s still sin. (Rm
14:13) Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another.
Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or
obstacle in the way of a brother or sister.

We are called to pursue holiness, living holy requires, cutting off
whatever pulls us away from God. (1 Peter 1:16) for it is written:
“Be holy, because I am holy.

We are called to encourage, not discourage, our lives should be
steppingstones not stumbling blocks. (Heb 10:24) Let us think of
ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works.

We are called to live in accountability. We have blind spots, and
accountability is God’s mirror to reveal them. (Galatians 6:1-2)
Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by
the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves,
or you also may be tempted. 2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in
this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.

We are called to represent Christ; our witness should never end
with us-it should always lead back to Jesus. (2 Cor 5:20)We are
therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his
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appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled
to God.

A question to ask ourselves-Am I living a life to draw people to
Christ, or am I pushing them away?

We move from stumbling blocks to the teaching about the value
of each of us in God’s eyes. These passages of scripture show us
the Father’s heart-a love that doesn’t give up, a love that doesn’t
write anyone off, a love that always seeks restoration. Matt
18:10-14 titled, “Don’t write people off”. Let’s keep this in mind:
In God’s kingdom, no one is disposable. Every soul matters, and
every wandering sheep is worth pursuing.

Don’t write People Off – 10-14

10 “See that you do not despise or think less of one of these little
ones, for I say to you that their angels in heaven (are in the
presence of and) continually look upon the face of My Father who
is in heaven.” AMP 11 “The Son of Man has come to give life to all
who are lost. 12 Think of it this way: If a man owns a hundred
sheep and one lamb wanders away and is lost, won’t he leave the
ninety-nine grazing the hillside and thoroughly search for the one
lost lamb? 13 And if he finds his lost lamb, he rejoices over it,
more than over the ninety-nine that never went away. 14 Now
you should understand that it is never the desire of your heavenly
Father that a single one of these little ones should be lost.”

Jesus reminds us that no one is insignificant to the Father. He
warns us in verse 10, “See that you do not despise or think less of
one of these little ones.”

To despise means to look down on, to dismiss, or to count
someone as insignificant. Jesus is saying, “Don’t overlook, don’t
ignore, don’t devalue anyone-especially those who seem weak,
immature, or struggling.” Be careful not to look down on anyone;
heaven pays close attention to those we might be tempted to
ignore. Why? Angels are assigned to watch over them and they
have direct access to God’s throne. “…for I say to you that their
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angels in heaven continually look upon the face of My Father who
is in heaven.

Examples of Angels Ministering

Angels as Protectors – Daniel in the Lions’ den (Dan 6:22)–
showing how God assigns angels to protect His faithful servant in
times of danger

Angels as Comforters – Jesus in Gethsemane (Lk 22:43)-Jesus,
received angelic strengthening during His suffering, this shows
angels minister to believers in their darkest hours

Angels as Deliverers – Peter in prison (Acts 12:7-10)-an angel
strikes Peter on the side, wakes him up, and leads him out of
prison, past guards and iron gates that opened by themselves.

Angels as Rescuers – Lot in Sodom (Gen 19:15-16)-angels urge
Lot and his family to leave Sodom before its destruction.

Scripture shows angels at work protecting and ministering to
God’s people. Jesus reminds us in Matt 18:10 that every believer
has heavenly representation before the Father. When we despise
even the least of God’s little ones, we disregard the angels
appointed to watch over them-and, more seriously, we place
ourselves in opposition to God who treasures them.

After speaking about the angels of the little ones, Jesus
immediately turns to the parable of the lost sheep to reveal God’s
heart for those who wander. No soul is ever too far gone to matter
to Him. Just as the shepherd leaves the ninety-nine to seek the
one that strays, so God actively pursues the individual. In God’s
own words, He says in Ezekiel 34:11-12 NIV, he says ‘For this
is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will search for
my sheep and look after them. As a shepherd looks after
his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look
after my sheep and rescue them from all the places where
they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness.”
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Lost sheep can be those who stop attending church, abandoned
faith or even slipped into destructive habits. Christ calls us to
pursue them with patience and love, not with judgement. Instead
of gossiping about a member who hasn’t been in our view for a
while, we might call, text, visit, or send them a “thinking of you”
card; this message would remind them that they are valued,
someone cares. This reflects action not just words.

We can read about God’s pursuits in His word:

Adam & Eve (Gen 3:8-9) God sought them even after they sinned
and hid

Jonah (Jonah 1& 2) instead of obeying, Jonah ran in the opposite
direction.

Saul (Acts 9:3-6) on the road to Damascus

It is easy to focus on the faithful nineth-nine, the ones who show
up every week. But God’s heart aches for the one who drifted
away. There is great joy in restoration. Lk 15:7 Easy, “I tell you
this. When one person turns back to God, it causes a lot of
joy in heaven. There is more joy about that one person,
than about ninety-nine people who already obey God.

Do we notice when people go missing? Do we pursue them in
love? Who have we written off? A wayward child, a get on your
nerves co-worker, a back slidden friend/family member? God
hasn’t written them off, and neither should we.

Up until this point in Matthew 18, Jesus has been teaching His
disciples about humility, warning against causing others to
stumble, God’s heart for restoring of lost sheep. Now Jesus
address His followers on the handling of sin, conflict, and
restoration within the church.

Restoration and the Presence of Christ in Unity – 15-20

15 “If your fellow believer sins against you, you must go to that
one privately and attempt to resolve the matter. If he responds,
your relationship is restored. 16 But if his heart is closed’ to you,
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then go to him again, taking one or two others with you. You’ll be
fulfilling what the Scripture teaches when it says, “Every word
may be verified by the testimony of two or three witnesses.” 17
And if he refuses to listen, then share the issue with the
congregation in hopes of restoration. If he still refuses to respond,
even to the church, then you must disregard him as though he
were an outsider, on the same level as an unrepentant sinner 18
“Receive this truth: Whatever you forbid on earth will be
considered to be forbidden in heaven, and whatever you release
on earth will be considered to be released in heaven. 19 Again, I
give you an eternal truth: If two of you agree to ask God for
something in a symphony of prayer, my heavenly Father will do it
for you. 20 For wherever two or three come together in honor of
my name, I am right there with them!”

In every family and/or church, because they’re made up of
people, and even in corporate space, there is sin, hurt feelings
and misunderstandings. If you don’t have or say that you haven’t
ever experienced any of that, you might want to take a closer
look, because you might just be the source of it. It’s not if conflict
comes, but how will it be handled when it comes.

Sin is inevitable in the world- Ps 51:5 “Surely I was sinful
at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.”

1 John 1:8 – “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us.”

Conflict and offenses will arise-Luke 17:1- “Jesus said to
his disciples: “Things that cause people to stumble are
bound to come, but woe to anyone through whom they
come.”

Misunderstandings and divisions among people: 1 Cor
11:18-19- “I hear that when you come together as a
church, there are divisions among you, and to some extent
I believe it. No doubt there have to be differences among
you to show which of you have God’s approval.”

Verses 15-17 gives us the pattern for church discipline



12

Jesus provides a step-by-step process for addressing search
matters among believers in the church, through verses 15-17.
First, (vs15) through private consultation, just you and the other
person. Not with gossip. Not to embarrass. Why? Because the
goal is not punishment but restoration. (Proverbs 27:5-6)
“When a friend is not afraid to warn you that you are
wrong, it shows that he really loves you. You can trust a
friend when he says things that hurt you. But when an
enemy kisses you, he is deceiving you.” Second, (vs16) bring
witnesses, this follows, Deu 19:15, “A matter must be
established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.”
(John 8:17 and 1 Tim 5:19) The witnesses are not there to gang
up, but to confirm truth and encourage repentance. Third, (vs17a)
bring it before the church, meaning before the pastor/elders, this
shows that sin is never just personal-it affects the whole church. 1
Cor 5:6-7, “Your flip and callous arrogance in these things
bothers me. You pass it off as a small thing, but it’s
anything but that. Yeast, too, is a “small thing,” but it
works its way through a whole batch of bread dough
pretty fast. So get rid of this “yeast.” Our true identity is
flat and plain, not puffed up with the wrong kind of
ingredient. Fourth, (vs17b) if necessary, separation. In Matt
18:17, Jesus outlines separation as the final step if repentance
does not come. In 2 Thessalonian 3:15, Paul shows us the
spirit or attitude in which this separation must happen; “Yet do
not regard them as an enemy, but warn them as you
would a fellow believer.” Together, they balance truth and
love:

Truth: Sin and rebellion cannot be ignored (Matt 18:17)

Love: Discipline is not rejection but a call to repentance (2
Thessalonian 3:15)

So when we connect the two, we see that discipline is not about
cutting people off as enemies but about creating enough distance
that they feel the weight of their sin-yet still leaving the door of
restoration wide open.
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God doesn’t stop at this point. He goes on to give us further
instructions, in the next three verses 18-20.

Authority of the Church to Bind or Loose (Matt 18:18)-whatever
you forbid on earth considered forbidden in heaven and
whatever you release on earth is released in heaven– “to
bind” = to forbid, “to loose” = to permit. The church has spiritual
authority to make decisions in line with God’s will when dealing
with conflict or sin. This does not mean heaven obeys us – but
when we act in obedience to God’s Word, heaven affirms it. The
church has authority to declare what is right, call out sin, and
restore someone who repents.

1 Corinthians 5:3-5 MSG, Paul is speaking, “I’ll tell you what I
would do. Even though I’m not there in person, consider
me right there with you, because I can fully see what’s
going on. I’m telling you that this is wrong. You must not
simply look the other way and hope it goes away on its
own. Bring it out in the open and deal with it in the
authority of Jesus our Master. Assemble the community-I’ll
be present in spirit with you and our Master Jesus will be
present in power. Hold this man’s conduct up to public
scrutiny Let him defend it if he can! But if he can’t, then
out with him! It will be totally devastating to him, of
course, and embarrassing to you. But better devastation
and embarrassment than damnation. You want him on his
feet and forgiven before the Master on the Day of
Judgment.”

Agreement in Prayer (Matt 18:19)- “if two of you agree to ask
God for something in prayer, this is being unified in prayer.

Two men praying together shook the prison, showing God’s power
when believers agree in prayer. And this was Paul and Silas (Acts
16:25-26)

Agreement here is not about getting whatever we want, but about
praying in alignment with God’s will, it’s about God’s will, not
ours. 1 John 5:14, TPT, “Since we have this confidence, we
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can also have great boldness before him, for if we ask
anything agreeable to his will, he will hear us.”

The Presence of Christ with the Church (Matt 18:20)-
“Wherever two or three come together, I am right there
with them.”

If only a few gather to deal with conflict biblically, Jesus is present
to guide, affirm, and bring peace. We are never alone in handling
conflict Christ Himself is with us when we gather in His name for
reconciliation.

Heaven backs the Church’s authority, that is the church that’s
being lead by Christ.

After Jesus had taught on restoration, Peter asked a question
regarding forgiveness-how many times do I have to forgive?
Seven times?

Forgiveness is not an option; it is an expectation, especially if our
claim is that we’re being transformed into the likeness of Christ;
because Jesus’ view on forgiveness is that it should not be limited
to a specific amount, but unlimited. Matt 18:21-35 is titled
Forgiveness that Frees.

Forgiveness that Frees – 21-35
21 Later Peter approached Jesus and said, “How many times do I have to forgive my
fellow believer who keeps offending me? Seven times?” 22 Jesus answered, “Not
seven times, Peter, but seventy times seven times! 23 The lessons of forgiveness in
heaven’s kingdom realm can be illustrated like this: “There once was a king who
had servants who had borrowed money from the royal treasury. He decided to
settle accounts with each of them. 24 As he began the process, it came to his
attention that one of his servants owed him one billion dollars. So he summoned the
servant before him and said to him, “Pay me what you owe me.” 25 When his
servant was unable to repay his debt, the king ordered that he be sold as a slave
along with his wife and children and every possession they owned as payment
toward his debt. 26 The servant threw himself facedown at his master’s feet and
begged for mercy. “Please be patient with me. Just give me more time and I will
repay you all that I owe. 27 Upon hearing his pleas, the king had compassion on his
servant, and released him, and forgave his entire debt. 28 “No sooner had the
servant left when he met one of his fellow servants, who owed him twenty thousand
dollars he seized him by the throat and began to choke him, saying, “You’d better
pay me right now everything you owe me!” 29 His fellow servant threw himself
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facedown at his feet and begged, “Please be patient with me. If you’ll just give me
time, I will repay you all that is owed.” 30 But the one who had his debt forgiven
stubbornly refused to forgive what was owed him. He had his fellow servant thrown
into prison and demanded he remain there until he repaid the debt in full. 31
“When his associates saw what was going on, they were outraged and went to the
king and told him the whole story. 32 The king said to him, “You scoundrel! Is this
the way you respond to my mercy? Because you begged me, I forgave you the
massive debt that you owed me. 33 Why didn’t you show the same mercy to your
fellow servant that I showed to you?’ 34 In a fury of anger, the king turned him over
to the prison guards to be tortured until all his debt was repaid. 35 In this same
way, my heavenly Father will deal with any of you if you do not release forgiveness
from your heart toward your fellow believer.”

Summation of 21-35: Peter asked Jesus, “Lord, how many times
should I forgive my brother who offends me? Seven times? Jesus
replied, “Not seven times, but seventy-seven times.” And Jesus
goes on to tell a parable of a king who wanted to settle accounts
with his servants. One of the servants owed an enormous amount
and couldn’t pay. The king ordered that the man, his family and
all that he owned be sold to repay his debt. The servant begged
for mercy; the king had compassion and canceled the enormous
debt and let him go. This same servant had a person that owed
him a small amount, thrown into prison because he refused to
show mercy as he had been shown. When the king heard what
happened, he had the wicked servant handed over to be tortured
until all his debt was paid. Jesus stated, “this is how my heavenly
Father will treat each of you unless you forgive from your heart.

My Sisters and Brothers, “Make allowance for each other’s
faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember,
the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.”
(Colossians 3:13 NLT)

Forgiveness is not just a command-it’s a key that unlocks
freedom. When Peter asked Jesus how many times he should
forgive, Peters’ thoughts were seven times. It’s my though that
Peter might have been thinking of Amos 1:3-14, where God
declared judgment on nations saying, “For three sins, even for
four, I will not relent.” The rabbis understood this to mean that
God forgives up to three times, but on the fourth, judgment falls.
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Based on this, many Jewish teachers limited forgiveness to three
offenses. So, Peter goes beyond the rabbinic standard. He
thought he was being generous by doubling the rabbinic three-
time rule and adding an extra one, but Jesus removed the limit
entirely. Forgiveness is non-negotiable for the followers of Christ.
God’s mercy is our model. As God’s mercy is without limits, so the
forgiveness of the saints must be unlimited.

Jesus response to Peters’ question was, “Not seven times,
Peter, but seventy times seven.” Peter used Amos 1:3-14
(just my thought) and Jesus used Gen 4:24, where Lamech
declares, “If Cain is avenged seven times, then Lamech
seventy-seven times, Lamech was boasting in violence, saying
his revenge would be limitless. Fast forward to Matt 18:22 when
Peter asked Jesus, “how often he should forgive? Jesus
replied, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven
times. What Lamech multiplied in revenge, Jesus multiplies in
mercy. The message is clear; as God’s people we are not called to
escalate anger but to overflow with grace. Where the world says
“payback” Jesus says “forgive again.” The old way-revenge
multiplied, through Christ Jesus – Mercy multiplies; Jesus broke
that cycled. Jesus calls us to multiply mercy without end. Luke
6:36-37 reminds us, “to “be merciful, just as your Father is
merciful, forgive and you will be forgiven.”

Forgiveness isn’t about keeping count-it’s about keeping the
character of Christ. Every time we forgive, we mirror the mercy of
Christ, who forgave us.

Forgiveness doesn’t mean pretending that wrongs never
happened, nor does it remove the need for healthy boundaries. It
is not an invitation to accept abuse of any kind. Forgiveness is
less about overlooking major betrayals and more about releasing
the small, everyday offenses before they harden into bitterness. It
is the choice to let go instead of seeking revenge, to forgive from
the heart so that God can bring healing, and to trust Him for
vindication. As Romans 12:19 reminds us: “Do not take
revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath,
for it is written: “it is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says
the Lord.



17

Allow me to go back and try and clarify the statement of
“forgiveness is less about overlooking major betrayals and more
about releasing the small,” meaning:

Major betrayals (like adultery, abandonment, deep wounds) I
don’t believe that those were the focus of Matthew 18, for some
it might require a longer process of healing.

Everyday offenses (like someone’s harsh words, being
overlooked, small disagreements, irritations, misunderstandings)
happen all the time. If these are not released through forgiveness,
they pile up. Over time, those small offenses turn into resentment
and bitterness, can poison relationships.

So, the statement emphasizes that forgiveness is not just for the
“big things” but is especially critical in the little things we face
daily. Releasing them quickly prevents our hearts from becoming
hard and keeps relationships healthy. Think of it as weeding a
garden; if you pull out the little weeds regularly, the soil stays
healthy. But, if you ignore them, they grow deep roots and choke
life out. Forgiveness is spiritual weeding of the heart.

In looking at verses 23-35, it tells me that unforgiveness brings
bondage, but forgiveness brings freedom. The king was moved
with compassion, he canceled the debt and set the servant free.

The king forgave one man’s unpayable debt; Christ forgave the
entire world’s sin-debt. We owed a spiritual debt because of sin.
No amount of good works, sacrifices, could erase our debt. Our
righteousness is described as “filthy rags” in Isaiah 64:6. Jesus
was the only perfect, spotless, sacrifice; “God made him who
had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.” (2 Cor 5:21). Unlike us,
“This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for
he faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did not
sin.” (Hebrew 4:15) He had no debt of His own to pay. He
fulfilled everything perfectly, “Do not think that I have come
to abolish the Law or the Prophets: I have not come to
abolish them but to fulfill them.” (Matt 5:17) He was the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John
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1:29). Animal sacrifices only cover sin temporarily (Hebrew
10:4), but Christ’s sacrifice removed it completely. The debt of
sin required judgment. Jesus bore that punishment in our place.
He himself bore our sin in his body on the cross” (1 Peter
2:24). Only the Son of God, sinless and fully divine, could endure
the full weight of our sin.

Christ compassion moved Him to take on our debt, and His
righteousness made Him the only one worthy to pay it. At the
cross, the unpayable was paid in full.

The king in the parable gave mercy, but Jesus gave His life.

The unforgiving servant in Matthew 18 was imprisoned because
he refused to forgive. But God calls us to freedom. Forgiveness
doesn’t mean forgetting the offense-it means releasing the debt,
just as Christ released ours at the cross. Ask yourselves, who do I
need to release? Who am I keeping in prison of my heart? As you
forgive from the heart, you will find that the one truly set free is
you.

Resources
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Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Zondervan)
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