Growing In Perseverance

2 Peter 1:5-8 (NLT)

In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God s promises. Supplement your faith with a generous
provision of moral excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge, ° and knowledge with self-control, and
self-control with patient endurance, and patient endurance with godliness, ” and godliness with brotherly
affection, and brotherly affection with love for everyone. ® The more you grow like this, the more productive and
useful you will be in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Perseverance speaks of persistence in doing something despite opposition, obstacles or delay in achieving
success.

Perseverance speaks of the tenacity and effort required to do something and keep doing it till the end, even if it's
hard.

Perseverance is also defying the urge to quit.

I. Being a follower of Jesus will not exempt us from facing challenges in life.
John 16:33 (TLB) says, “I have told you all this so that you will have peace of heart and mind. Here on earth
you will have many trials and sorrows; but cheer up, for I have overcome the world.”

The way we interpret the challenges life brings will either encourage us to persevere or quit.
Consider Job 4:7-9 or Job 13:15a (NKJV) which says, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.”

We must persevere, because quitting may temporarily stop the discomfort, but eventually leave us with a heart
full of regret.

I1. Perseverance is necessary because sometimes the promises of God take time before they manifest.
Consider Genesis 37 and Genesis 41 OR 1** Samuel 16 and 2" Samuel 2 and 2" Samuel 5

Sometimes we grow tired of persevering and stop preparing to receive His promises.
Consider Matthew 25:1-13

As we persevere, we must also resist the urge to try and help God speed up the fulfillment of His promises.
Consider Genesis 16:1-5

I11. As we grow in perseverance, we must learn to focus on the goal and not the circumstances.

Hebrews 12:2 (TLB) says, “We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects
our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in
the place of honor beside God's throne.”

As we grow in perseverance, we must learn to keep our words in alignment with what we are believing God for.
Hebrews 10:23 (CEB) says, “Let’s hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering, because the one who
made the promises is reliable.

As we grow in perseverance, we must encourage our faith by surrounding ourselves with those who are
overcomers.
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