Growing In Knowledge

2 Peter 1:5-8 (NLT)

In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God s promises. Supplement your faith with a
generous provision of moral excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge, ° and knowledge with
self-control, and self-control with patient endurance, and patient endurance with godliness, ” and
godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love for everyone. ® The more you grow
like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

I Obtaining knowledge is essential for growth

In order to grow in knowledge, we must admit that we don’t know everything.
Proverbs 1:7 (NIV) says, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise
wisdom and instruction.

Because we don’t know everything, it is wise to go to the One who does.
James 1:5 (NIV) says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all
without finding fault, and it will be given to you.”

The truth is, ignorance is costly.
Hosea 4:6a (NIV) says, “my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge.”

II. There are different ways we grow in knowledge

We grow by revelation knowledge when we read and study the Word of God.
Ephesians 1:17 (NIV) says, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious
Father, may give you the Spiritl! of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.”

We grow by the transfer of knowledge from instructors and mentors.
Proverbs 19:20 (GNT) says, “If you listen to advice and are willing to learn, one day you will be wise.’

’

We grow by experiential knowledge when we personally experience the power of God firsthand.
John 9:25 (NIV) says, “He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. One thing I do know. I
was blind but now I see!”

III.  There is responsibility that comes with growing in knowledge

Growing in knowledge leads to greater expectations from others.
Luke 12:48b (NKJV) says, “For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required;”

Without humility, knowledge can turn to arrogance.
Consider / Corinthians 8:1

Growing in knowledge should lead to better decision making for Believers.
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