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Matthew Chapter 12 NLT 

Theme: Jesus as Lord, greater than religion, tradition, and evil; He invites us into a 

true spiritual relationship with God. 

I. Jesus and the Sabbath (12:1–14) 

Sabbath controversies 

At about that time, Jesus was walking through some grainfields on the Sabbath. 

His disciples were hungry, so they began breaking off some heads of grain and 

eating them. 2 But some Pharisees saw them do it and protested, “Look, your 

disciples are breaking the law by harvesting grain on the Sabbath.” 

3 Jesus said to them, “Haven’t you read in the Scriptures what David did when he 

and his companions were hungry? 4 He went into the house of God, and he and his 

companions broke the law by eating the sacred loaves of bread that only the priests 

are allowed to eat. 5 And haven’t you read in the law of Moses that the priests on 

duty in the Temple may work on the Sabbath? 6 I tell you, there is one here who is 

even greater than the Temple! 7 But you would not have condemned my innocent 

disciples if you knew the meaning of this Scripture: ‘I want you to show mercy, 

not offer sacrifices.’[a] 8 For the Son of Man[b] is Lord, even over the Sabbath!”   

9 Then Jesus went over to their synagogue, 10 where he noticed a man with a 

deformed hand. The Pharisees asked Jesus, “Does the law permit a person to work 

by healing on the Sabbath?” (They were hoping he would say yes, so they could 

bring charges against him.)  11 And he answered, “If you had a sheep that fell into a 

well on the Sabbath, wouldn’t you work to pull it out? Of course you would. 12 And 

how much more valuable is a person than a sheep! Yes, the law permits a person to 

do good on the Sabbath.”  13 Then he said to the man, “Hold out your hand.” So the 

man held out his hand, and it was restored, just like the other one! 14 Then the 

Pharisees called a meeting to plot how to kill Jesus. 

A. Grainfields on the Sabbath (Matthew 12:1–8) 

Jesus defends His disciples 

1. The accusation – Pharisees charge the disciples with breaking Sabbath law 

(v. 2).  There was nothing wrong with what they did, because their gleaning 

was not considered stealing according to Deuteronomy 23:25.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2012&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23473a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2012&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23474b
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The issue was only the day on which they did it.  Deuteronomy 23:25 states, 

“And when you enter your neighbor’s field of grain, you may pluck the 

heads of grain with your hand, but you must not harvest it with a sickle”.  

The law of Israel allowed people traveling through an area to glean enough 

grain for a small meal from fields in the area.  Farmers were commanded not 

to completely harvest their crops to leave a little behind for the sake of 

travelers and the poor. 

2. Jesus’ defense: 

o Example of David eating the consecrated bread (1 Samuel 21) (vv. 3–

4).   

o Priests work on the Sabbath yet are guiltless (v. 5). 

o “Something greater than the temple is here” (v. 6). 

o God desires mercy, not sacrifice (v. 7; Hosea 6:6). 

o The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath (v. 8). 

3. Teaching Point: True Sabbath is about mercy and rest in Christ, not 

legalism.  Spurgeon states, “The Pharisees here seem hard at work 

supervising and accusing the disciples. This was a greater violation of the 

Sabbath. “Did they not break the Sabbath by setting a watch over them?” 

Selah moment. 

B. Healing on the Sabbath (12:9–14) (See Luke 6:1-11 same story) 

A controversy regarding healing on the Sabbath. 

1. The setting – Jesus enters the synagogue (v. 9).  We see Jesus as a faithful 

church going man, even when there was opposition against Him. 

 

2. The question – “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?” (v. 10).  The Pharisees 

knew that the Sabbath would not keep Jesus from healing someone in need. 

3. The principle – If rescuing a sheep is allowed, how much more valuable is a 

person (vv. 11–12).  Jesus spoke to the people in a way they would 

understand.  They had sheep, and He knew that if they had a sheep missing, 

they would go and find him, even on the Sabbath.  Jesus is our Shepherd, 

and we are His sheep.  He takes care of His sheep. 
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4. The miracle – Jesus heals the man’s withered hand (v. 13).  Obedience to 

Jesus brings restoration.  This was the case with the man’s withered hand.  

As soon as this man did what Jesus said, His hand was restored.   

5. The reaction – Pharisees plot to destroy Him (v. 14).   Luke 6:11 (Message 

Bible) says that the critics of Jesus were filled with rage when Jesus healed 

this man.  

Question:  Which was more a violation of the Sabbath: When Jesus healed a 

man, or when these hate-filled men plotted the murder of a godly Man who 

never sinned against anybody? 

6. Teaching Point: Doing good and showing mercy is always lawful. 

II. The Servant of the Lord (12:15–21) 

Despite the rejection of the religious leaders, the common people continued to 

follow Jesus, and He remains God’s chosen servant. 

15 But Jesus knew what they were planning. So, he left that area, and many people 

followed him. He healed all the sick among them, 16, but he warned them not to 

reveal who he was. 17 This fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah concerning him: 

18 “Look at my Servant, whom I have chosen.  He is my Beloved, who pleases me.  

I will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations.  19 He 

will not fight or shout or raise his voice in public.  20 He will not crush the weakest 

reed or put out a flickering candle.  Finally, he will cause justice to be victorious.  
21 And his name will be the hope of all the world.”[c] 

A. Jesus withdraws but continues healing (Matthew 12:15–16).   

     1. But Jesus knew what they were planning.  So, he left that area:  For a 

time, Jesus withdrew somewhat from public ministry as the opposition rose against 

Him. This was not out of cowardice, but in respect to God the Father’s timing for 

the course and culmination of His ministry. It could not be allowed to peak too 

soon. 

2. Many people followed Him, and He healed them all: Jesus did what He 

could to escape the press of the crowds, but the crowds continued to follow Him. 

Nevertheless, He responded with compassion, and He healed them all. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2012&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23487c
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3. This is one of the few references in the gospels of Jesus healing all on a 

specific occasion, yet it is important and appropriate here. Matthew wants us 

to know that the press of the crowd did not make Jesus impatient or angry. 

He also wants us to understand that the determination of this crowd was 

evidence of their faith; therefore, all were healed. 

B. Fulfillment of Isaiah 42:1– 4 (Matthew 12:17-21): 

 

1. God’s chosen servant, beloved, filled with the Spirit (v. 18).  Jesus 

the Servant is an example to us as servants, but He is so much more than 

that. He is our Servant. He serves us not only in what He did in the past, but 

also, He serves us every day through His constant love, care, guidance, and 

intercession. Jesus did not stop serving when He went to heaven; He serves 

all His people more effectively than ever from heaven. 

 

2. He brings justice with gentleness, not quarrelsome (v. 19).  This 

doesn’t mean that Jesus never spoke loudly. It refers to His gentle heart and 

actions. Jesus didn’t make His way by an overpowering personality and 

loud, overwhelming talk. Instead, Jesus made an impression upon others 

through the Spirit of God upon Him. 

 

3. A bruised reed He will not break; a smoldering wick He will not quench 

(v. 20).  This is another reference to the gentle character of Jesus. A reed is a 

fragile plant, yet if a reed is bruised, the Servant will handle it so gently 

that He will not break it. And if flax, used as a wick for an oil lamp, does 

not flame but only smokes, He will not quench it into extinguishing. 

Instead, the Servant will gently nourish the smoking flax, fanning it into 

flame again. 
 

4. Hope of the nations in His name (v. 21).  Finally, the quotation from Isaiah 

42 also speaks of the ultimate ministry of Jesus to the Gentiles. This was 

something surprising – and perhaps even offensive – to Matthew’s Jewish 

readers, but it is Scriptural, according to Isaiah 42.  Jesus will not force Himself 

on anyone, but when the religious Jews turned Him down, He turned to the 

Gentiles. 

C. Teaching Point: Jesus ministers with compassion and gentleness, especially 

toward the weak. 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Isaiah+42&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Isaiah+42&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Isaiah+42&t=NKJV
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III. Conflict with the Pharisees (12:22–37) 

Jesus and the Prince of Demons 

22 Then a demon-possessed man, who was blind and couldn’t speak, was brought to 

Jesus. He healed the man so that he could both speak and see. 23 The crowd was 

amazed and asked, “Could it be that Jesus is the Son of David, the Messiah?” 

24 But when the Pharisees heard about the miracle, they said, “No wonder he can 

cast out demons. He gets his power from Satan,[d] the prince of demons.” 

25 Jesus knew their thoughts and replied, “Any kingdom divided by civil war is 

doomed. A town or family splintered by feuding will fall apart. 26 And if Satan is 

casting out Satan, he is divided and fighting against himself. His own kingdom will 

not survive. 27 And if I am empowered by Satan, what about your own exorcists? 

They cast out demons, too, so they will condemn you for what you have 

said. 28 But if I am casting out demons by the Spirit of God, then the Kingdom of 

God has arrived among you. 29 For who is powerful enough to enter the house of a 

strong man and plunder his goods? Only someone, even stronger—someone who 

could tie him up and then plunder his house. 

30 “Anyone who isn’t with me opposes me, and anyone who isn’t working with me 

is actually working against me.  31 “So, I tell you, every sin and blasphemy can be 

forgiven—except blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, which will never be 

forgiven. 32 Anyone who speaks against the Son of Man can be forgiven, but 

anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven, either in this 

world or in the world to come. 

33 “A tree is identified by its fruit. If a tree is good, its fruit will be good. If a tree is 

bad, its fruit will be bad. 34 You brood of snakes! How could evil men like you 

speak what is good and right? For whatever is in your heart determines what you 

say. 35 A good person produces good things from the treasury of a good heart, and 

an evil person produces evil things from the treasury of an evil heart. 36 And I tell 

you this, you must give an account on judgment day for every idle word you 

speak. 37 The words you say will either acquit you or condemn you.” 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2012&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23490d
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A. Healing the demon-possessed man (12:22–24) 

1. Jesus heals a blind and mute man (v. 22).  Again, Jesus displayed His 

complete power and authority over demons, casting out demonic powers that 

the traditions of the day considered impossible.  

2. Crowd wonders if He is the Son of David (Messiah) (v. 23).  The crowds 

reacted with Messianic (the chosen deliverer) expectations. Still, the 

religious leaders responded by attributing Jesus’ power to the prince of 

demons (This fellow does not cast out demons except by Beelzebub). 

3. Pharisees accuse Him of working by Satan’s power (v. 24).  After all the 

displays of Jesus’ deity, the Pharisees declared that He was from Satan, 

exactly opposite the truth, and they knew it (9:34; Mark 3:22; Luke 11:15).  

This was really a ridiculous statement.  The devil would not cast himself out.  

He does not want us to be free. 

B. Jesus’ response (12:25–30) 

1. A divided kingdom cannot stand (vv. 25–27).  The reasoning of the 

Pharisees (in Matthew 12:24) was not expressed verbally, and Jesus, 

knowing their thoughts, gave them ample proof of his omniscience.  Mark 

3:23 “And he called them unto him, and said unto them in parables, how can 

Satan drive out Satan?”  “And Jesus knew their thoughts”:  He not only 

heard their blasphemous words but was privy to their secret thoughts.  He 

knew their vile, malicious intentions and designs, with what view they 

expressed themselves in this manner, on purpose to reproach him.   

But the most conclusive reasoning, and the most astonishing miracles, were 

lost upon a people who were obstinately determined to disbelieve everything 

good, relative to Christ.  How true the saying, He came unto his own, and his 

own received him not!  (John 1:11) A soul under Satan's power, and led 

captive by him, is blind in the things of God, and dumb at the throne of 

grace; sees nothing and says nothing to the purpose.  Satan blinds the eyes 

by unbelief and seals up the lips from prayer.  The more people magnified 

Christ, the more desirous the Pharisees were to belittle him.  It was evident 

that if Satan aided Jesus in casting out devils, the kingdom of hell was 

divided against itself; how then could it stand!   
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If Satan is divided against himself, he acts contrary to his own interest, 

which is to keep possession of the bodies and souls of men. Consequently, it 

must, in course, be subversive of his power and dominion: “How shall then 

his kingdom stand? “He will never be able to maintain his authority and 

keep up the show of a government, as he does: Our Lord says that since 

Satan, who is so cunning and crafty, can never be thought to act such an 

opposite part to himself.   

Subversive (rebellious) of his kingdom and government, and which would 

give so much credit to Christ, and serve so much to strengthen his interest, 

as to assist him in the casting out of devils; the weakness and maliciousness 

of such a suggestion is absurd. 

2. If He casts out demons by God’s Spirit, the Kingdom has come (v. 28).  

“The Kingdom of God is come”: That was precisely true.  The King was in 

their midst, displaying His sovereign power.  He showed it by demonstrating 

His ability to bind Satan and his demons (verse 29). He was warning them 

here that they were speaking out against God. 

3. Parable of binding the strong man (v. 29).  The “strong man” is meant to 

be the devil (see Isaiah 49:24), who is powerful and mighty, as appears from 

his nature, being an angel, though a fallen one, excelling in strength.  This is 

another argument of Christ's proving that his casting out of devils could not 

be by Satan, but by the Spirit of God.  For if he did not act by any superior 

power to Satan's, and such by which he was able to master, overcome, and 

bind him, he could never spoil his goods, as he did.  Or dispossess devils out 

of the bodies or souls of men, just as if a man should enter another man's 

house, who is robust, with a design to spoil his goods.  Who would never 

make use of the man himself to do it, and can never be thought to effect it, 

unless he has a power superior to his, and uses it. 

4. Neutrality is impossible— “Whoever is not with me is against me” (v. 

30).  You cannot straddle the fence.  You are either a friend of Christ, 

helping win souls to Him, or you are His enemy, driving people away from 

God.  There is no middle road.  We cannot go uncommitted.  “Only two 

forces are at work in the world, the gathering and the scattering. Whoever 

does the one contradicts the other.” (Morgan) 
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C. Warning about blasphemy of the Spirit (12:31–32) 

“The blasphemy against the Holy Ghost” is a deliberate rejection of Christ, 

His Spirit-wrought miracles, and His salvation.  It is the ultimate sin that by its 

very nature puts a man beyond the opportunity of salvation. The Holy Spirit brings 

the offer of salvation to the heart of man.  Those who reject His offer of salvation 

are blaspheming the very nature of God Himself and the genuineness of His grace.   

Context 

 In Matthew 12, Jesus had just healed a demon-possessed man who was blind 

and mute (v. 22). 

 The Pharisees accused Him of casting out demons by the power of 

Beelzebul (Satan) instead of by the Spirit of God (v. 24). 

 Jesus rebuked their logic, showing that a kingdom divided against itself 

cannot stand (vv. 25–30). 

 Then He gave this warning in v. 31. 

Meaning 

1. Every other sin is forgivable through Christ. 

Jesus affirms God’s mercy—lying, stealing, adultery, even denying Him—

can be forgiven if repented of. 

2. Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is unique. 

This refers specifically to attributing the clear, undeniable work of the 

Holy Spirit to Satan. 

o The Pharisees saw Jesus’ miracles (acts of the Spirit), but in hardness 

of heart, they rejected them and claimed they came from the devil. 

o It is a willful, persistent rejection of the Spirit’s testimony about 

Christ. 

3. Why is it unforgivable: 

o The Spirit is the one who draws people to repentance (John 16:8-11).  
8 And when he comes, he will convict the world of its sin, and of 

God’s righteousness, and of the coming judgment. 9 The world’s sin is 

that it refuses to believe in me. 10 Righteousness is available because I 

go to the Father, and you will see me no more. 11 Judgment will come 

because the ruler of this world has already been judged. 

o If someone continually rejects and slanders His work, they cut 

themselves off from the very means of forgiveness. 
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o It’s not that God is unwilling to forgive—it’s that the person has 

hardened themselves beyond repentance. 

Application 

 Believers: If you are worried you’ve committed this sin, that very concern is 

evidence you haven’t. The unforgivable sin comes from a hardened, 

unrepentant heart that no longer cares. 

 Practical takeaway: Stay sensitive to the Spirit, give glory to God for His 

works, and avoid pride that blinds us from recognizing His power. 

In short, Matthew 12:31 teaches that all sins can be forgiven except the 

persistent, willful rejection of the Spirit’s work of revealing Christ, which the 

Pharisees were dangerously close to committing. 

How the Pharisees could be guilty of “blasphemy against the Spirit” before 

Jesus’ death, resurrection, and Pentecost (when the Spirit was poured out fully). 

Here’s how it fits together biblically: 

 

1. The Pharisees already knew the Spirit from the Old Testament 

 The Holy Spirit was active long before Pentecost—empowering prophets, 

inspiring Scripture, guiding Israel. 

 The Pharisees, as religious leaders, knew the Scriptures well. They knew 

that God’s Spirit performed miracles and revealed truth (e.g., Isaiah 11:2; 

Ezekiel 36:26–27). 

 So, when they saw Jesus’ miracles of healing, exorcism, and restoration, 

they had every reason to recognize those works as consistent with the Spirit 

of God.

 

2. The Spirit’s witness in Jesus’ ministry 

 Jesus makes clear that His works were done “by the Spirit of God” (Matt. 

12:28). 
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 The Pharisees weren’t ignorant; they were willfully rejecting what was 

obvious. Instead of acknowledging God’s Spirit at work, they attributed 

those miracles to Satan. 

 That was not a mistake of ignorance but a hard-hearted, deliberate 

rejection of God’s truth. 

 

3. The “unpardonable sin” is not about timing—it’s about the heart 

 The Pharisees were committing the very essence of it: rejecting the Spirit’s 

testimony about Christ. 

 Later, after the resurrection and Pentecost, this sin would still apply to 

anyone who persistently rejects the Spirit’s witness to Jesus (Acts 7:51 calls 

this “resisting the Holy Spirit”).  51 “You stubborn people! You are 

heathen[a] at heart and deaf to the truth. Must you forever resist the Holy 

Spirit? That’s what your ancestors did, and so do you! 

 In other words, the Pharisees were an early, clear example of this hardness. 

 

4. Why did Jesus warn them so sharply 

 He wasn’t saying they had already crossed the line, but that they were in 

danger of doing so. 

 By continually refusing to acknowledge the Spirit’s work and twisting it as 

evil, their hearts were hardening. If they persisted, they would close 

themselves off from repentance and forgiveness. 

 

The Pharisees could understand the Spirit because they knew Scripture and saw 

His power firsthand in Jesus’ miracles. Their guilt wasn’t from lack of knowledge 

but from willfully rejecting what they clearly saw. The “unpardonable sin” was 

not something that required Pentecost to exist—it was already present in their 

hardened refusal to acknowledge God’s Spirit working through Christ. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%207%3A51&version=NLT#fen-NLT-27133a
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📖 Side-by-Side Comparison 

Passage Text (Summary) Key Emphasis 

Matthew 

12:31–32 

“Every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but 

blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven… 

not in this age or the age to come.” 

Emphasizes the finality of 

this sin—no forgiveness in 

this life or the next. 

Mark 

3:28–30 

“All sins will be forgiven the sons of men, and 

whatever blasphemies they utter; but whoever 

blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has 

forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”—because 

they said, ‘He has an unclean spirit.’ 

Mark adds the reason: the 

Pharisees attributed Jesus’ 

Spirit-empowered works to 

Satan. 

Luke 

12:10 

“Everyone who speaks a word against the Son of 

Man will be forgiven, but the one who blasphemes 

against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.” 

Emphasizes the contrast 

between rejecting Jesus in 

ignorance vs. deliberately 

rejecting the Spirit’s witness. 

 

Similarities 

 All three affirm that forgiveness is wide (almost all sins are forgiven). 

 All three highlight one unique exception: blasphemy against the Spirit. 

 All three show this sin is eternal and final—no forgiveness. 

Differences  

 Matthew stresses the eternal consequences across ages. 

 Mark explains the historical context—Pharisees accused Jesus of having Satan’s spirit. 

 Luke draws a contrast—words against Jesus (Son of Man) can be forgiven, but not 

rejection of the Spirit’s testimony. 

 

Summary of the unpardonable sin 

The “unpardonable sin” is not a one-time slip of the tongue, but a deliberate, 

hardened rejection of the Spirit’s testimony about Jesus. In the Gospels, this is 

seen in the Pharisees’ willful declaration that Jesus’ Spirit-empowered miracles 

were demonic. 

 Against Jesus (Son of Man) → Forgivable, because people may reject Him 

out of ignorance or confusion. 
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 Against the Spirit → Not forgivable, because it is a final, knowing rejection 

of God’s truth and work.  

The Jewish leaders of Jesus’ day committed the unpardonable sin by accusing 

Jesus Christ (in person, on earth) of being demon-possessed. They had no 

excuse for such an action. They were not speaking out of ignorance or 

misunderstanding. The Pharisees knew that Jesus was the Messiah sent by God 

to save Israel. They knew the prophecies were being fulfilled. They saw Jesus’ 

wonderful works, and they heard His clear presentation of truth. Yet they 

deliberately chose to deny the truth and slander the Holy Spirit.  

The blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, specific as it was to the Pharisees’ 

situation, cannot be duplicated today. Jesus Christ is not on earth, and no one 

can personally see Jesus perform a miracle and then attribute that power to 

Satan instead of the Spirit. The only unpardonable sin today is that of continued 

unbelief. There is no pardon for a person who dies in his rejection of Christ. 

The Holy Spirit is at work in the world, convicting the unsaved of sin, 

righteousness, and judgment (John 16:8). If a person resists that conviction and 

remains unrepentant, then he is choosing hell over heaven. “Without faith it is 

impossible to please God” (Hebrews 11:6), and the object of faith is Jesus (Acts 

16:31). There is no forgiveness for someone who dies without faith in Christ. 

 

God has provided for our salvation in His Son (John 3:16). Forgiveness is found 

exclusively in Jesus (John 14:6). To reject the only Savior is to be left with no 

means of salvation; to reject the only pardon is, obviously, unpardonable. 

 

D. Tree and its fruit (12:33–37) 

1. Good trees produce good fruit; bad trees produce bad fruit (v. 33). The bad 

fruit of their words (when they condemned Jesus) betrayed the bad root 

growing in their hearts. If they got their hearts right with God, their words 

about Jesus would also be right. 

2. Words reveal the heart (vv. 34–35).  Out of the abundance of the heart the 

mouth speaks: Our words reveal our heart. If there were good treasure in 

the hearts of these religious leaders, it would show itself in good ways. 

 

https://www.bibleref.com/John/16/John-16-8.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Hebrews/11/Hebrews-11-6.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Acts/16/Acts-16-31.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Acts/16/Acts-16-31.html
https://www.bibleref.com/John/3/John-3-16.html
https://www.bibleref.com/John/14/John-14-6.html
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3. Every careless word will be judged (vv. 36–37).  Your words will either 

acquit you or condemn you.  Words have a weighty influence on our eternal 

destiny.  Romans 10:9-10 "That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 

Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the 

dead, thou shalt be saved." "For with the heart man believeth unto 

righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation." 

 

4. Teaching Point: Our words reveal our spiritual condition. 

IV. The Demand for a Sign (12:38–45) 

The Sign of Jonah 

38 One day some teachers of religious law and Pharisees came to Jesus and said, 

“Teacher, we want you to show us a miraculous sign to prove your authority.” 

39 But Jesus replied, “Only an evil, adulterous generation would demand a 

miraculous sign; but the only sign I will give them is the sign of the prophet 

Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for three days and three 

nights, so will the Son of Man be in the heart of the earth for three days and three 

nights. 

41 “The people of Nineveh will stand up against this generation on judgment day 

and condemn it, for they repented of their sins at the preaching of Jonah. Now 

someone greater than Jonah is here—but you refuse to repent. 42 The queen of 

Sheba[a] will also stand up against this generation on judgment day and condemn it, 

for she came from a distant land to hear the wisdom of Solomon. Now someone 

greater than Solomon is here—but you refuse to listen. 

43 “When an evil[b] spirit leaves a person, it goes into the desert, seeking rest but 

finding none. 44 Then it says, ‘I will return to the person I came from.’ So it returns 

and finds its former home empty, swept, and in order. 45 Then the spirit finds seven 

other spirits more evil than itself, and they all enter the person and live there. And 

so that person is worse off than before. That will be the experience of this evil 

generation.” 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2012%3A38-45&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23508a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2012%3A38-45&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23509b
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A. Request for a sign (12:38 Master, Teacher show us a sign) 

Scribes and Pharisees demand proof.  They were hoping for a sign of 

astronomical proportions (Luke 11:16).  16 Others, trying to test Jesus, 

demanded that he show them a miraculous sign from heaven to prove his 

authority.  These scribes and Pharisees were like many people of our day who 

say, "Lord, just show me Noah's Ark with my own two eyes, and then I will 

believe it existed."  Fact is not faith.  It takes faith to believe.  

B. The sign of Jonah (12:39–42) 

1. No sign was given except Jonah (Jesus’ death, burial, resurrection) (vv. 39–

40).  The word “adulterous” means unfaithful to God.  It was a metaphor 

frequently used in the Old Testament for spiritual “adultery.”  Jesus uses 

Jonah’s burial in the fish for “three days and three nights” as an illustration of 

the three days and three nights that Christ would spend in the grave Himself.  

Jesus rebuked them for always asking for a sign.  Jesus wants our faith.  He 

called those who continuously had to have a sign an evil and adulterous 

generation.   

 

2. The Queen of the South (Sheba) sought Solomon’s wisdom—yet One greater 

is here (v. 42). The Queen of Sheba visited King Solomon to test his wisdom 

(see 1 Kings 10:1–10).  Solomon was the wisest king of Israel, blessed by God, 

and famed for his knowledge.  Yet Jesus says He is greater—not just in 

wisdom, but in identity: He is the Messiah, the Son of God, the embodiment of 

divine wisdom (Colossians 2:3).  Jesus is not just another prophet or teacher—

He is greater than Jonah, greater than Solomon—and rejecting Him has 

eternal consequences. 

 

3. Teaching Point:  The Ninevites repented; Queen Sheba listened to Solomon 

for wisdom.  What did the people of Jesus' day do?  Are we listening to God; 

are we seeking wisdom?  Selah 

C. Warning of the empty house (12:43–45). This passage is a parable or 

metaphor about spiritual reformation without true repentance and 

transformation. Jesus is using the story of a person who is temporarily freed from 

a demon (evil spirit) but ends up in a worse spiritual condition than before. 
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1. Unclean spirit leaves and returns with seven worse (vv. 43–45).  An evil spirit 

(demon) leaves a person.  It wanders in "waterless places" (dry, desolate areas 

symbolizing spiritual emptiness or barrenness).  It looks for rest but finds none — 

it wants a new host or resting place. 

2. Empty religion without Christ leads to deeper bondage.  The demon decides to 

return to the person ("house") it left.  When it returns, it finds the person’s life is 

“swept and in order” — cleaned up on the outside, but empty.  There’s no new 

occupant (i.e., no Holy Spirit, no real change). 

3. The demon brings seven more evil spirits, and they all inhabit the person.  The 

person is now worse than before.  Seven is symbolic of completeness — meaning 

the person is now totally overrun by evil.  Jesus ends by applying it to "this evil 

generation" — warning that they are in spiritual danger if they superficially 

reform but reject God's true work in their lives. 

4. Teaching Point: True transformation requires being filled with Christ, not just 

external reform.  Jesus isn't calling people to clean up their lives only; He’s calling 

them to let Him take residence in their lives.  Without Him, we remain spiritually 

"empty houses," no matter how clean we look. 

Reformation = Outward Change (Human Effort)- Temporary or surface-level 

improvement. 

 A person may clean up their behavior, stop bad habits, become more 

religious, or "turn over a new leaf." 

 But the heart remains unchanged. 

 The person is still spiritually empty — not filled with the Holy Spirit or 

surrendered to Christ. 

Matthew 12:44 – The house is “empty, swept, and put in order.” 

It looks better on the outside, but there’s still no real occupant inside. 

Transformation = Inward change (God’s power through the Holy Spirit) 

 A deep, permanent, spiritual renewal that starts in the heart. 

 Happens when a person repents and surrenders to Jesus Christ. 

 The Holy Spirit dwells within the person, producing lasting fruit (love, joy, 

etc.). 

 The person’s life is not just cleaned up — it’s rebuilt from the inside out. 
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2 Corinthians 5:17: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 

passed away; behold, the new has come.” 

 

V. The True Family of Jesus (12:46–50) 

46 As Jesus was speaking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, 

asking to speak to him. 47 Someone told Jesus, “Your mother and your brothers are 

standing outside, and they want to speak to you.”[a] 

48 Jesus asked, “Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?”49 Then he pointed to 

his disciples and said, “Look, these are my mother and brothers. 50 Anyone who 

does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother!” 

A. Jesus’ mother and brothers seek Him (vv. 46–47).  These are actual 

siblings (half-brothers) of Jesus.  Matthew explicitly connects them with Mary, 

indicating that they were not cousins or Joseph’s sons from a previous marriage, 

as some of the church fathers imagined.  They are mentioned in all the gospels 

(Mark 3:31; Luke 8:19-21; John 7:3-5).  Matthew and Mark give the names of 4 

of Jesus’s brothers, and mention that He had sisters as well (13:55; Mark 6:3) 

B. Jesus points to His disciples as His true family (vv. 48–49).  "Who is my 

mother, and who are my brothers?" (v. 48) This question isn’t a denial of His 

earthly family, but a rhetorical device. Jesus is shifting the crowd’s focus from 

physical relationships to spiritual ones. He's challenging the idea that family ties 

are the most important identity markers.  Jesus points to His disciples and 

essentially redefines what “family” means in the kingdom of God. 

C.  “Whoever does the will of my Father…is my brother, sister, and mother” (v. 

50).  The Message Bible says:  48-50 Jesus didn’t respond directly, but said, “Who do 

you think my mother and brothers are?” He then stretched out his hand toward his 

disciples. “Look closely. These are my mother and brothers. Obedience is thicker 

than blood. The person who obeys my heavenly Father’s will is my brother and 

sister and mother.” 

D. Teaching Point: Spiritual family is defined by obedience to God, not just 

physical ties. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2012%3A46-50&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23513a
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Summary Lessons from Matthew 12 

 Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath—mercy outweighs ritual. 

 Jesus is the Gentle Servant who restores the broken. 

 Rejecting the Spirit’s testimony hardens the heart. 

 Words reveal the condition of the heart. 

 True family is found in obedience to God’s will. 

Summary Applications for Matthew 12 

 Put mercy over legalism. 

 Trust Jesus’ gentleness with your weakness. 

 Recognize the Spirit’s work and guard your words. 

 Seek Christ’s resurrection power, not just external signs. 

 Live as part of Jesus’ true family through obedience. 

 

Resources: 

Enduring Word Bible Commentary Matthew Chapter 12 

https://www.bible-studys.org/ 

Chatgpt.com 

Biblegateway.com 

GotQuestions.com (What is the unpardonable sin?) 

The Leadership Bible (NIV) 
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