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JOURNEY THROUGH THE BIBLERhema Christian CenterTriumphant Tuesday-Bible Study September 23, 2025Wisdom Wednesday-Bible Study September 24, 2025Presenter: Rochelle Pitts
Matthew 14 -Study Notes

Composer:
Þ The book is known as the Gospel of Matthew because it was

written by one with the same name, Matthew the Tax Collector

Introduction:
Þ Matthew’s purpose is to prove to the Jews that Jesus is the

promised Messiah
Þ Many of the Christians during this time were Jewish converts
Þ Throughout the book of Matthew, the Old Testament is used to

show Jesus is the fulfillment of prophecies through His words
and works

Outline: Jesus Power Displayed
Vs. 1-2 Herod Thinks Jesus Is John the Baptist
Vs. 3-12 How John the Baptist is Killed
Vs. 13-21 Jesus Feeds the 5000 (plus=Women and Children)
Vs. 22-33 Jesus Walks on Water
Vs. 34-36 Jesus Heals the Sick

Overview:
John the Baptist is Killed 14:1-12
Matthew takes us back to John the Baptist who openly opposed the
sinful life of Herod and Herodias who was his brother’s wife;
Herodias hated John and used her daughter to have him put to
death.

Vs. 1-2 Herod Thinks Jesus Is John the Baptist
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1At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the report about Jesus 2 and
said to his servants, “This is John the Baptist; he is risen from the
dead, and therefore these powers are at work in him.”

Behind the Scene:
· This Herod was known as Herod Antipas and was one of the

sons of Herod the Great
· Herod The Great, is the same Herod who slew all the children

that were 2 years and younger
· Herod Antipas was referred to as ‘Tetrarch’ because he was

ruler of one quarter of his father’s kingdom
· Herod Antipas was a Roman client responsible for building

projects;
· Commentator David Guzik:

‘lower than a king’

Thought:
Þ John the Baptist is seen in Matthew 3:3 fulfilling the prophetic

word spoken in Isaiah 40:3
Þ Matthew brings John The Baptist back into account as a

reminder to the Jewish converts of the Jewish Law
Þ The work of the Holy Spirit was present, seen and experienced

in/through John and now Jesus

Vs. 3-12 How John the Baptist is Killed
3 For Herod had laid hold of John and bound him and put him in
prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife. 4 Because
John had said to him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.” 5 And
although he wanted to put him to death, he feared the
multitude, because they counted him as a prophet.6 But when
Herod’s birthday was celebrated, the daughter of Herodias danced
before them and pleased Herod. 7 Therefore he promised with an
oath to give her whatever she might ask.8 So she, having been
prompted by her mother, said, “Give me John the Baptist’s head
here on a platter.”
9 And the king was sorry; nevertheless, because of the oaths and
because of those who sat with him, he commanded it to be given
to her. 10 So he sent and had John beheaded in prison. 11 And his
head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, and she
brought it to her mother. 12 Then his disciples came and took away
the body and buried it and went and told Jesus.
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Behind the Scene:
· Mark 6:14-26 Herod thought he was protecting John by

putting him in prison
· John publicly addressed the law of immorality
· Commentator Skip Hertzig:

o Herod’s lineages profess practicing Judaism; in Judaism it
was not lawful for Herod to divorce his wife and take his
brother’s wife.

· Leviticus 20:21 Jewish law
· John did not say ‘repent’ he said ‘it is not lawful’
· Commentator: John Trapp

“She ruled him at her pleasure, as Jezebel did Ahab…But
it never goes well when the hen crows.”

· ‘promise with an oath/vow’-declaration in the presence of
witnesses; spoken intention; a pledge to do something in the
future; to do something in exchange for

· Commentator: Charles Spurgeon
“Rash promises, and even oaths, are no excuse for doing
wrong. The promise was in itself null and void, because
no man has a right to promise to do wrong.”

· John feared God, so he spoke up; Herod feared man, so he
backed down

Thought:
Þ There is a cost when the truth is spoken and when it is

compromised
Þ Speaking truth should be given in love but may be received as

offensive
Þ There is a spirit and motive behind everything we do
Þ Our heart’s motive drives our actions
Þ There is power in a promise; we are to be careful in the

promises we make
Þ Poor decisions are often the result when made from fear that is

not Godly

Overview:
Food for 5,000 14:13-21
Jesus hears of John’s death and goes away to be alone but large
crowds of people followed Him. At evening time, the disciples
thought to send the people away, but Jesus told the disciples to feed
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them. Amid the disciple’s doubt, Jesus took 5 loaves and 2 fish and
fed 5, 000 with 12 baskets of food left over.

Vs. 13-21 Jesus Feeds the 5000 (plus=Women and Children)
13 When Jesus heard it, He departed from there by boat to a
deserted place by Himself. But when the multitudes heard it, they
followed Him on foot from the cities. 14 And when Jesus went out He
saw a great multitude; and He was moved with compassion for
them, and healed their sick. 15 When it was evening, His disciples
came to Him, saying, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is
already late. Send the multitudes away, that they may go into the
villages and buy themselves food.”
16 But Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go away. You give
them something to eat.”
17 And they said to Him, “We have here only five loaves and two
fish.”
18 He said, “Bring them here to Me.” 19 Then He commanded the
multitudes to sit down on the grass. And He took the five loaves and
the two fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed and broke and
gave the loaves to the disciples; and the disciples gave to the
multitudes. 20 So they all ate and were filled, and they took up
twelve baskets full of the fragments that remained. 21 Now those
who had eaten were about five thousand men, besides women and
children.

Behind the Scene:
· Understanding prophetic timing, Jesus departed
· God’s time for Jesus’ death was not yet near and Herod would

pursue to kill Him
· Isaiah 53:3, Old Testament prophecy fulfilled, there are times

when our heart’s need to be alone; heart filled with sorrow and
compassion for others

· Compassion prompted Jesus to immediately move to heal
· In the wilderness God fed:

Exodus 16:4 Moses-Manna-Food
Matthew 3:1-7 John-New Life-Message
John 6:48 Jesus-Himself-Bread of Life

· God ministered to people LIFE…John the Baptist baptized; God
provided manna and Jesus fed 5,000

· Sorrow, compassion, doubt, and faith in operation
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Thought:
Þ Symbolic/Prophetic Jesus blessed, broke and gave to us and

God did the same in giving us Jesus
Þ Life situations provide us with opportunities to show

compassion and to operate in faith
Þ God operates in exceedingly and abundantly; more than

enough, to much realm
Þ Commentator: William Barclay

“God’s generous giving and our wise using must go hand
in hand.”

Overview:
Jesus walks on the Sea of Galilee 14:22-33
After feeding the crowd Jesus sent them home and sent the disciples
ahead in a boat. This gave Him time to be alone and pray. While on
the boat the wind and waves were rough. As the disciples were
battling the water Jesus was walking on it. The disciples thought
that it was a ghost they were seeing. Peter asks if he could come to
Jesus’ walking on the water and Jesus said come. As his eyes were
on Jesus he walked on the water. When he took his eyes off of Jesus
he began to sink and Jesus saved him.

Vs. 22-33 Jesus Walks on Water
22 Immediately Jesus [a]made His disciples get into the boat and go
before Him to the other side, while He sent the multitudes
away. 23 And when He had sent the multitudes away, He went up on
the mountain by Himself to pray. Now when evening came, He was
alone there. 24 But the boat was now [b]in the middle of the sea,
tossed by the waves, for the wind was contrary.
25 Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them, walking
on the sea. 26 And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea,
they were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out for
fear.
27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, [c]“Be of
good cheer! [d]It is I; do not be afraid.”
28 And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, command me
to come to You on the water.”
29 So He said, “Come.” And when Peter had come down out of the
boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus. 30 But when he
saw [e]that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to
sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2014&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23620a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2014&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23622b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2014&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23625c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2014&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23625d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2014&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23628e
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31 And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him,
and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 And
when they got into the boat, the wind ceased.
33 Then those who were in the boat [f]came and worshiped Him,
saying, “Truly You are the Son of God.”

Behind the Scene:
· The 4th Watch of the Night-3:00am-6:00am
· Eight Prayer Watches

o 1st Watch-6:00 pm to 9:00 pm- A time for quite reflection
and releasing anxieties

o 2nd Watch-9:00 pm to 12:00 am-A time for intercessory
prayer and confronting demonic forces

o 3rd Watch-12:00 am to 3:00 am-A time for spiritual
warfare and divine intervention

o 4th Watch-3:00 am-6:00 am- A time for deliverance and
commanding the day declaring God’s word

o 5th Watch-6:00 am-9:00 am-A time that God strengthens
Christians; equipping of the Holy Spirit

o 6th Watch-9:00 am- 12:00 pm-A time for a harvest of
God’s promise, provision to do God’s work, to appropriate
the benefits of the Cross (healing, prosperity, forgiveness,
strength), healing of relationships, crucified life

o 7th Watch- 12:00 pm-3:00 pm- A time of the Secret Place
of the Most High

o 8th Watch- 3:00 pm-6:00 pm-A time of power and
triumph, remove limitations, change or shape history

· There is a correlation between doubt and faith
· Confront your doubts
· Many focused-on Peter’s ‘Little Faith/Doubt’ but ‘Great Faith’

was also at work
· Commentator: David Gutzik

‘Moses took people through the water; John immersed
people in the water; Jesus walked on the water ‘

Thought:
Þ When we empty out, alone time with God will fill us back up
Þ In God’s presence we are filled to the full
Þ Don’t neglect prayer time
Þ In the time of crisis call on Jesus; keep our eyes on Jesus

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2014&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23631f
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Þ Worship Jesus in faith believing for the miracles
Þ Don’t doubt and then believe only when the miracle is seen
John 20:25-That’s hard to believe

Overview:
Jesus heals the sick in Gennesaret 14:34-36
Many heard of the miracles and came to where Jesus was. They not
only brought their bodies, their sickness, they brought their faith.
They believed just to touch the hem of Jesus garment would make
them well.

Vs. 34-36 Jesus Heals the Sick
34 When they had crossed over, they came [g]to the land of
Gennesaret. 35 And when the men of that place recognized Him,
they sent out into all that surrounding region, brought to Him all
who were sick, 36 and begged Him that they might only touch the
hem of His garment. And as many as touched it were made perfectly
well.

Behind the Scene:
· Gennesaret is called the Sea of Galilee or Lake Tiberias
· Gennesaret was known for it’s beauty, mild climate and

agriculture
· Gennesaret means God’s destination for us
· When it was heard that Jesus was there people came from the

surrounding regions

Thought:
Þ As we touch Jesus we receive healing and are made whole
Þ Commentator: David Gutzik

Like Paul’s handkerchief/apron and Peter’s shadow, Jesus’
hem provided a physical object that helped them to
believe God for healing at that moment.

Acts 19:11-12
Acts 5:15
Matthew 14:36

Synopsis of Matthew 14:
· Jesus-Power Displayed

Þ Compassion and Authority
· Loaves and Fish- Provision Made

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2014&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23632g
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Þ Surrender our Little He makes into Much
· Walk on Water- Impossible Experienced

Þ Ability in Faith
· Heals the Sick- Restoration Manifested

Þ Brokenness into Wholeness

Resources
Bible: Websites:

Commentaries:
Spirit Filled Life Enduringword.com David Guzik
New International 2BELIKECHRIST.comSkip Hertzig
New Living Translation Gotquestions.org John
Trapp
New King James Charles
Spurgeon
Holman Christian Standard William
Barclay
Easy To Read Version

Song: Million Little Miracles-Elevation Worship and Maverick


