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THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW CHAPTER 11 NKJV

Matthew can be divided into three parts (1) John the Baptist
Sends Messengers to Jesus Vss. 1-19, (2) Woe to the
Impenitent Cities Vss. 20-24 and (3) Jesus Gives True Rest
vss. 25-30.

This chapter begins with the story of John the Baptist in
prison. Just as John went before the Lord in His service, so he
goes before Him in His rejection. What happens to John is a
precursor of what the Lord will undergo. But before that, He
continues to preach and teach the Word. The sending out of the
twelve does not mean that He will now stop His own service.

John the Baptist Sends Messengers to Jesus

1 Now it came to pass, when Jesus finished
commanding His twelve disciples, that He departed
from there to teach and to preach in their cities. 2
And when John had heard in prison about the
works of Christ, he [?lsent two of his disciples 3 and
said to Him, “Are You the Coming One, or do we
look for another?”

Vs.3) “Are You the coming One or do we look for
another?” John’s question here may reflect confusion
over Messiah’s role. If like many Jews, John was expecting
a political Messiah who would overthrow the Romans
government.
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4 Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell
John the things which you hear and see: 5

The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are
cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up
and the poor have the gospel preached to them.

Jesus responded by clarifying the kingdom He came to
establish: a kingdom that brought healing, liberation, and
good news but not necessarily political power.

Vs.5)“The poor have the Gospel preached to them”
And what was the gospel? the glad tidings that Jesus
Christ came into the world to save sinners: that He opens
the eyes o the blind; enables the lame to walk with an
even, steady, and constant pace in the way of holiness;
cleans the lepers from all defilement t of their sins; opens
the ears of the deaf to hear His pardoning words; and
raises those who were dead in trespasses and sins to live
in union with Himself to all eternity

6 “And blessed is he who is not offended
because of Me.”. John was in danger of taking offence
to the Lord, although he certainly did not reject Him. He,
“God revealed in the flesh” (1 Tim 3:16), did not come
to seek the glory of the kingship, but for the redemption
of suffering people. John did not think about that.

7 As they departed, Jesus began to say to the
multitudes concerning John: “What did you go out
into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the
wind? 8 But what did you go out to see? A man
clothed in soft garments? Indeed, those who wear
soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9 But what did
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | say to
you, and more than a prophet.
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Vs. 7) A reed shaken by the wind?. An emblem of an
irresolute, unsteady mind, which believes and speaks one
thing today, and another tomorrow. He who changes
about from opinion to opinion is never to depend on. The
first excellency which Christ notices In John was his
steadiness, convinced once of the truth, he continued to
believe and assert it. “A man clothed in soft
garment?” A second excellency in John was his sober
and mortified life. A preacher of the Gospel should have
nothing about him which savours of effeminacy and
worldly pomp: he is awfully mistaken who thinks the
world would hear him and receive the truth, by
conforming himself to its fashions and manners. “Are in
kings houses” A third excellency in John was, he did not
affect high things. “A prophet?” This was a fourth
excellency: he was a prophet, a teacher, a man divinely
commissioned to point out Jesus and His salvation; and
more excellent than any old prophets, because he not
only pointed out Christ, but he saw Him and had the
honor of dying for that scared truth which he steadily
believed and boldly proclaimed.

10 For this is he of whom it is written: ‘Behold, |
send My messenger before Your face, Who will
prepare Your way before You.’'! “Assuredly, | say
to you, among those born of women there has not
risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who
is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than
he. 12 And from the days of John the Baptist until
now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and
the violent take it by force. 13 For all the prophets
and the prophets and the law prophesied until
John. 14 And if you are willing to receive it, he

is Elijah who is to come. 15 “He who has ears to
hear, let him here!



Vs. 10) “For this is He of whom it is written: Matthew
noted that this ministry of the Messiah’s herald was prophesied
in Isaiah 40:3 and Malachi 3:1. Though some might put John in
a bad light because of his seeming doubts regarding Jesus,
Jesus Himself spoke quite highly of John. “John had often borne
witness to Jesus; now Jesus bears witness of John.” (Carson) H

Vs. 11) He who is least in the Kingdom of heaven is
greater than he. Though John was great, he was not born
again under the New Covenant. This is because he lived and
died before the completion of Jesus’ work at the cross and
empty tomb. Therefore, he did not enjoy the benefits of the New
Covenant (1 Corinthians 11:25, 2 Corinthians 3:6, Hebrews 8:6-
13).

Vs. 12) The Kingdom of Heaven suffers violence, and the
violent take it by force. Jesus’ reference to violence refers to
both the intensity of spiritual warfare surrounding the ministry
of Jesus and His herald, and to the intensity required to
persevere in following God and His ways.

The kingdom will never be received passively. It is always
founded on God’s work on our behalf, but God's work will always
produce a response in us. “They are not lazy wishes or cold
endeavors that will bring men to heaven.” (poole)

Vs. 13) “For all the prophets and the law prophesied
until John. Jesus saw an era ending with John; all the prophets
and the law anticipated John and his ministry as a herald. There
is a sense in which John spoke for every prophet who heralded
Jesus’ coming.

Under the Old Covenant, every other prophet announced, “The
Messiah is coming.” John alone had the privilege of saying, “The
Messiah is here”.
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Vs. 14) “And if you are willing to receive it , he is Elijah
who is to come. John may also be seen as Elijah, in a partial
fulfillment of Malachi 4:5. John was not actually Elijah, but he
served in the same spirit and power of Elijah, thus fulfilling his
“office” (Luke 1:17). Because John was Elijah in this symbolic
sense, Jesus added “If you are willing to receive it”

If John the Baptist's ministry was like that of Elijah, we
remember that Elijah became depressed and discouraged also.

Vs. 15) He who has ear to hear, let him hear! “A
proverbial form of speech often used by Jesus after important
utterances, here for the first time in Matthew.” (Bruce)

16 “But to what shall I liken this generation? It is
like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling
to their companions,17 and saying: ‘We played the
flute for you, and you did not dance; We mourned
to you, and you did not [®llament.’ 18 For John came
neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has
a demon.’19 The Son of Man came eating and
drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and

a [[lwinebibber, a friend of tax collectors and
sinners!’ But wisdom is justified by

her ichildren.”

Vs. 16) “But to what shall I liken this generation? Jesus
here considered the nature of His current generation, and how
they were choosy and uncertain in receiving God’s message and
His messengers.

Vs. 17) “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we mourned to you, and you did not lament. The idea is that
those who have a heart to criticize will find something to
criticize. Many people wouldn’t be pleased with either John or
Jesus.
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“They refused to hear God's voice in either form, the somber or
the joyful, in judgment or in mercy, if it did not accord with their
conventions. There was no pleasing them.” (France)

Vs. 19) A friend of tax collectors and sinners! Jesus
quoted the criticisms of others against Him. Though these words
were meant to condemn, they have become wonderful. Jesus
really is a friend of... sinners. “A malicious nickname at first, it
is now a name of honors: the sinner’s lover. (Bruce)

But wisdom is justified by her children.” However, the
wise man is proved to be wise by his wise actions (her
children). Jesus had especially in mind the wisdom to

accept both Jesus and John for what they were and what they
were called to be.

People might criticize John but look at what he did - he led
thousands of people into repentance, preparing the way for the
Messiah. People might criticize Jesus but look at what He did -
taught and worked and loved and died like no one ever has.

Woe to the Impenitent Cities Vss. 20-24

20 Then He began to rebuke the cities in which
most of His mighty works had been done, because
they did not repent: 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin!
Wow to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works
which were done in you had been done in Tyre and
Sidon, they would have repented long ago in
sackcloth and ashes. 22 But | say to you, it will be
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of
judgment than for you. 23 And you,

Capernaum, who!¢! are exalted to heaven, will be
brought down to Hades; for if the mighty works
which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it
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would have remained until this day. 24 But | say to
you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of
Sodom in the day of judgment than for you.”

Vs. 20) He began to rebuke the cities in which most of
His mighty works had been done because they did not
repent: Because most of His mighty works were done in these
cities, they experienced a greater light, which also required
greater accountability.

This principle - greater light means greater responsibility -
means that the western world has a tremendous accountability
before God. The west has had access to the gospel that no other
society has yet remains in desperate need of repentance.

Vs. 21) the great works Jesus did in Chorazin or
Bethsaida, \We don’t read in the gospel of the great
works, but we are told something in John 21:25: And
there are also many other things that Jesus did,
which if they were written one by one, | suppose
that even the world itself could not contain the
books that would be written.

What Jesus did in Chorazin and Bethsaida are among
those unwritten works. This is a good reminder that the
gospels are a true account of Jesus’ life, but He did much
that was not included in the gospel records.

Vs. 24) “It shall be more tolerable” when Jesus said
that it will be more tolerable for certain cities in the day
of judgement, He implied that there are in fact different
degree of judgement, some will be punished more
severely in the final judgement than others.

Jesus Gives True Rest Vss. 25-30
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25 At that time Jesus answered and said, “I thank
You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You
have hidden these things from the wise and
prudent and have revealed them to babes. 26
Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Your
sight. 27 All things have been delivered to Me by
My Father, and no one knows the Son except the
Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except
the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to
reveal Him. 28 Come to Me, all you who labor and
are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. 29 Take
My yoke upon you and learn from My yoke upon
you and learn from Me, for | am flgentle and lowly
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30
For My yoke is easy My burden is light”.

Vs. 25) “From the wise and the prudent” That is,
from those who “thought” themselves wise- “wise”
according to the world’s estimation of wisdom, (1 Cor.
1:26-27.) “Have revealed them to babies” meaning,
the poor, the ignorant, and the obscure; the teachable,
the simple and the humble.

Vs. 26) Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in
Your sight. This shows that Jesus contents Himself in His
Father’s council and that God’s will is the only rule of
righteousness.

Vs. 27) All things are delivered unto me of My
Father; All the springs of the Divine favor are in the
hands of Christ, as Priest of God, and atoning Sacrifice for
men: all good proceeds from Him, as Savior, Mediator,
Head, Pastor, and sovereign Judge of the world.
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No man Knoweth the son, but the Father; None can
fully comprehend the nature and attributes of God, but
Christ; and none can fully comprehend the nature, and
incarnation of Christ, but the Father.

Vs. 28) All you who labor and are heavy laden;
Sinners, wearied in the ways of iniquity, are invited to
come to Christ, and find speedy relief. Penitents,
burdened with the guilt of their crimes, may come to this
Sacrifice, and find instant pardon. Believers, sorely
tempted, and oppressed by the remains of the carnal
mind, may come to this blood, that cleanest from all
unrighteousness, and purified from all sins. We read in
John 1:12) But as many as received Him, to them
He give the right to become children of God, even
to those who believe in His name...

| will give you rest; All are invited to come, and all are
promised rest. If few find rest from sin and vile affections,
it is because few come to Christ to receive it.

Vs. 29) Take My yoke upon you; We read in Ps.
55:22) Cast your burden on the LORD, and He will
sustain you; He shall never permit the righteous to
be moved.

| am gentle (meek) and lowly in heart; Wherever
pride and anger dwell, there is nothing but mental labor
and agony; but where the meekness and humility of
Christ dwell there is peace and rest.

Vs. 30) For My yoke is easy; Christ Gospel imposes
nothing that is difficult, but it provides for the complete
removal of all which oppresses and causes man to be
miserable by being in sin.



Christ’s yoke means, the obligation to receive Him as the
Massiah, to believe His doctrine, and to be in all things
conformed to His Word and to His Spirit. Christ said in
Mark 8:34) Whoever desires to come after Me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and
follow Me.
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