
Advancing the Kingdom in Perilous Times III  

 

Over the past two plus years we have seen crisis and perilous times. Some people 

have gained ground, some have lost ground, and some have seized ground. One 

thing about a crisis is you never come out the same. In crisis you may come out 

better, you may come out worse, but you never come out the same. No matter what 

conditions arise in life followers of Jesus are called to find the opportunity to 

advance the kingdom of God.  

 

To advance means to accelerate the growth or progress of something or someone, 

such as to advance a cause. 

 

To advance means to bring or move forward, such as to advance a pawn in chess. 

 

To advance means to raise to a higher rank, such as was advanced from clerk to 

assistant manager. 

 

Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world. 

 
NIV John 18:36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my 

servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my 

kingdom is from another place.” 

 

How do we live in the world and remain a separate and uncompromised life from 

it? 

 

 We must recognize the strategies and tactics of Babylon! 

 

I 

 

The world wants to change your name.  

 

Your name gives you, your identity. 

 

You can convey your character. 

 

Your name connects you to your heritage. 

 

 Joseph’s name was changed in Egypt. 

 



KJV Genesis 41:45 And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnathpaaneah; and he 

gave him to wife Asenath the daughter of Potipherah priest of On. And Joseph 

went out over all the land of Egypt. 

 

 Esther had her name changed in Persia. 

 
NIV Esther 2:7 Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom he had brought up 

because she had neither father nor mother. This young woman, who was also 

known as Esther, had a lovely figure and was beautiful. Mordecai had taken her as 

his own daughter when her father and mother died. 

 

Daniel and his friends’ names were changed in Babylon. 

 
KJV Daniel 1:7 Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto 

Daniel the name of Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to Mishael, of 

Meshach; and to Azariah, of Abednego. 

 

Daniel’s name means God is judge. 

 

 Belteshazzar means Bel’s prince. 

 

Hananiah means the Lord is gracious. 

 

 Shadrach means exalt Aku. 

 

Mishael means who is what the Lord is. 

 

 Meshach means who is what Aku is. 

 

Azariah means the Lord is my helper. 

 

 Abednego means the servant of Nebo, the son of Baal. 

  

These name changes were a direct attempt to erase their belief in God. 

 

These name changes were to cause them to forget their roots. 

 

 Once a person’s past is forgotten, so is their identity. 

 



 In perilous times Babylonians wants to substitute their demonic pantheon in 

God’s place. 

 

 Beware of the names people want to put on you and the names you choose to 

put on yourself.  

 

II  

 

First, realize we are not of this world, we are different. 

 
NKJV John 17:14 I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them 

because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not pray that 

You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the 

evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 

 

Second, realize Jesus is praying for you to be kept from evil, the evil one and this 

present evil world. 

 

 Jesus is praying you be kept safe from the evil one in this world.  

 
MSG John 17:14 I gave them your word; The godless world hated them because of 

it, Because they didn't join the world's ways, 15 Just as I didn't join the world's 

ways. I'm not asking that you take them out of the world But that you guard them 

from the Evil One. 16 They are no more defined by the world Than I am defined by 

the world. 

 

Third, recognize the word in you will keep you in the world. 

 
NIV John 17:17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 

 
Amp John 17:17 Sanctify them in the truth [set them apart for Your purposes, 

make them holy]; Your word is truth. 

 

 First, hear and receive His word. 

 

 Second, meditate on His word. 

 

 Third, live and apply His word. 

 

 Fourth, speak His truth in love. 



 

 In perilous times, we must be “people of the book.” 

 

III  

 

Our Father has given us a brand new name. 

 

Our Father has given us a brand-new identity.  

 

Our Father is motivated by love for us. 

 

Our Father is always seeking our highest good all the time. 

 
KJV 1 John 3:1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that 

we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because 

it knew him not. 2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 

what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; 

for we shall see him as he is. 3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth 

himself, even as he is pure. 

 

First, remember we are objects of our Father’s love, in perilous times. Vs 1 

 

Second, remember we are sons of God and not children of this world, in perilous 

times. 

 

Third, remember we shall be like Him, we are being transformed into His image 

and likeness, in perilous times. Vs 2 

 

Fourth, remember we shall be like Him, in perilous times. 

 

Fifth, remember to keep yourself pure, clean, and right, in perilous times.  
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