
The Power of Laying on of Hands 

 

Acts 8:14-17 (NLT) 
14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that the people of Samaria had accepted God’s message, they 

sent Peter and John there. 15 As soon as they arrived, they prayed for these new believers to receive the 

Holy Spirit. 16 The Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them, for they had only been baptized in 

the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands upon these believers, and they 

received the Holy Spirit. 

 

The laying on of hands is one of the elementary teachings of the Christian faith (Hebrews 6:1-3) 

 

The laying on of hands represents a transference of God’s grace from one person to another.  

 

The Bible identifies multiple purposes for the laying on of hands.  

 

I. Laying on of Hands for Imparting Blessings 

To bless means to speak well over someone 

 

The Old Testament references elders laying their hands on the next generation and prophesying over 

them.  (Genesis 48:1-16) 

 

In the New Testament, parents brought their children to Jesus for Him to lay His hands on them and 

bless them. (Mark 10:13-16) 

 

In addition to the elders and religious leaders, our children need their own parents to lay hands on them 

and bless them.   

 

II. Laying on of Hands for Imparting Spiritual Gifts  

 

The Apostle Paul and the elders laid hands on Timothy to impart spiritual gifts.  

1 Timothy 4:14 (NKJV) says, Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by 

prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership.” 

 

Spiritual Gifts are gifts of grace, or special abilities, given to believers by the Holy Spirit. (1 

Corinthians 12:8-11) 

 

The purpose of Spiritual Gifts is for us to minister to the needs of others.  

1 Corinthians 12:7 (NLT) says, “A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other.” 

 

III. Laying on of Hands for Healing  

 

Jesus laid hands on the sick  

Luke 13:13-14 (NKJV) says, “But when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and said to 

her, “Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity.” 13 And He laid His hands on her, and immediately 

she was made straight, and glorified God.” 

 

Paul laid hands on the sick 



Acts 28:8 (NLT) says, “As it happened, Publius’s father was ill with fever and dysentery. Paul went in 

and prayed for him, and laying his hands on him, he healed him. 

 

You and I are to lay hands on the sick  

Mark 16:17-18 (NKJV) says, 17 “And these signs will follow those who [d]believe: In My name they 

will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 18 they[e] will take up serpents; and if they 

drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will 

recover.” 
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