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Psalm 1
A Psalm of Davi
Carolyn Johnson, Teache
A. Outline of Psalm 1
(Slide [S] 1
The outline is simple; two major areas, 2 questions and a response.
The heading attributes this psalm to David.

1. The questions posed: (15:1
a. Who may abide in the LORD’s Tabernacle ? (1a
b. Who may dwell in His Holy Hill? (1b

2. The answer provided in general terms: (15:2-5)
a. He who walks uprightly
b. He who works righteousness
(S 2) B. Why was Psalm 15 written? A possible explanation
(2 Samuel 6:1-19
It was about 1000 BC. Once David became King, the Ark of the Covenant,
which was a golden seat that was placed in the Tabernacle, in the area of
the Holy of Holies. It was destined to be in God’s holy city, Jerusalem, the
place where God had chosen to put His name. The City of David had been
established, and now they just needed to bring the Ark back to its rightful
place. It was time
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It was loaded on a new cart and they started the journey to the holy city. Of
course this was not God’s plan for transporting the Ark. It was not to be
carried by oxen. Moses was instructed by God to make the Ark with golden

rings attached to its corners, so it could be carried on poles, by Levites, the
priests
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As the cart became unbalanced, and the Ark started to slide, a man named
Uzzah stuck out his hand to offer support. God struck him dead for
touching the Holy Ark. What made it holy? The presence of God rested
upon it. An unholy person touching the Holy Ark, caused immediate death
to Uzzah. It was carelessly placed on a cart pulled by oxen. Uzzah’s death
could have been prevented. He should have exercised utmost care in
remembering the LORD’S instructions through Moses. Uzzah should have
actually let the Ark fall to the ground, rather than touch it and de le it
14 “So the priests and the Levites consecrated themselves to bring up the
ark of the LORD, the God of Israel. “And the Levites carried the ark of God
on their shoulders with the poles, as Moses had commanded according to
the Word of the LORD.” I Chronicles 15:1

David realized his negligence and disobedience – and it frightened him. He
was afraid to move the Ark any further, so He placed it in the house of
Obed-Edom, an Israeli priest.
David learned a lesson, God’s work should always be done using His plan,
only. After the aborted mission, David left the Ark with Obed- Edom for
three months, before he eventually transported it to Jerusalem, the speci c
way described. It was probably during those 3 months that David wrote
Psalm 15.
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C. Reading of Psalm 15

Page

D.

The Tabernacle - What is so important about the Tabernacle ?

(S 5). 1. Picture of Tabernacle- Who May dwell in Your sacred tent
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(S 6) 2. Who May Live in Your Holy Hill?

(

S 7) E. A Checklist of a True Worshipper

(S 8) 4. When we look at Psalm 15, it is like reading a checklist.
“He who does not backbite with his tongue...( to talk maliciously behind a
person’s back)” Notice, God refuses to fellowship with one who gossips. And
there’s two ways to gossip, invent it or entertain it. The listener is as guilty as the
one who talks. Beware! “Those who gossip with you - will gossip about you.
David continues to describe the righteous, “nor does evil to his neighbor, nor
does he take up a reproach against his friend...”(rebuke, berate, or gives
someone a piece of one’s mind). The righteous person refuses to add fuel to a
re. He seeks peace with his neighbor
“In whose eyes a vile person is despised (foul, nasty, wicked), but, in contrast, he
honors those who fear the LORD; he who swears to his own hurt and does not
change...” He keeps his word even if it costs him materially or nancially to do so.
God likes to hang out with people who put conviction above convenience
“In whose eyes a vile person is despised (foul, nasty, wicked), but, in contrast, he
honors those who fear the LORD; he who swears to his own hurt and does not
change...” He keeps his word even if it costs him materially or nancially to do so.
God likes to hang out with people who put conviction above convenience. He
who does not put out his money at usury (usury was charging excessive
interest), nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.
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Were you able to check off all areas on the list in verses 2 through 5? Do you
see yourself as one who is righteous? So, we stop to wonder, “ who quali es,
does anyone
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(S 9)
5. Some of us have to pra
like Tweety Bird
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(S10) F. In the Time of David, Who Quali ed?
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(S 11) G. The Tabernacle - A Foreshadow of Jesus Christ
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(S 12)
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(S 13)
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(S 14)

In Titus 3:4-7 it says,
“But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior
toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved
us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of
the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly
through Jesus Christ our Savior.”
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(S 16)

(S 17

Jesus’ body is the curtain ripped in two that brings us to the Holy presence
of God. God does not change and His desire for a face to face relationship
with His people does not change
Hebrews 1019-21, The Messag
19-21 “So, friends, we can now—without hesitation—walk right up to God,
into “the Holy Place.” Jesus has cleared the way by the blood of His
sacri ce, acting as our Priest before God. The “curtain” into God’s
presence is His body.
Yahweh’s original design for mankind was a face to face relationship and
with His glory lling our lives. That is still His great desire. He wants to
dwell in the heart of a person and have a face to face relationship
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The psalm ends with a declaration that one who does these things shall
never be moved. This is because he is privileged to draw near to God
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Lesson References:
Christ in the Tabernacle-Exodus 25, 40; Don Smit
For What Saith the Scriptures? Arc Ministries’ Bible Questions Answered
From the Dispensational-Delivered Scripture
“Was God Unfair in Striking Uzzah Dead?”, by Shawn Brasseau
The Nelson Study Bible, NKJ
The Message Bibl
Here are some famous American lies
The check is in the mail
I’ll start my diet tomorrow
We service what we sell
Give me your number and the doctor will call you right back. Money
cheerfully refunded
One size ts all
This offer limited to the rst 100 people who call in
Your luggage isn’t lost, it’s only misplace
Leave your resume and we’ll keep it on le
This hurt me more than it hurts you
I just need ve minutes of your time
Your table will be ready in a few minutes
Open wide, it won’t hurt a bit
Let’s have lunch sometime
It’s not the money, it’s the principle
Bits & Pieces, December 9, 1993, pp. 12-13

x


.


h


;


.


.


,


d


.


:


fi

.


.


.


.


V


4


.


.


.


.


fi

 


.


e


.


fi

fi

13 And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves, O my
people, and brought you up out of your graves
14 And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you in your
own land: then shall ye know that I the LORD have spoken it, and performed it,
saith the LORD. Ezekiel 37:13-1

The most famous story of Aaron’s rod begins with a few of the Levites becoming
disgruntled about the extra authority given to Moses and Aaron. In Numbers 16, Korah,
who was also a Levite, joined with two others, Dathan and Abiram, to incite a rebellion
against Moses and Aaron. In verse 3 Korah says to Moses, “You have gone too far! The
whole community of Israel has been set apart by the Lord, and he is with all of us. What
right do you have to act as though you are greater than the rest of the Lord’s people?”
Because of this de ance of the Lord’s authority, God caused the earth to open up and
swallow these three men and their families (verses 28–33)
However, rather than submit to the Lord, the other tribal leaders jointed the revolt.
Numbers 16:41 says, “But the very next morning the whole community of Israel began
muttering again against Moses and Aaron, saying, ‘You have killed the Lord’s people!’”
The Lord desired to wipe out the whole company, but Moses and Aaron fell on their
faces and pleaded with Him not to destroy them. God relented and, instead, sent a
plague throughout the company of rebellious Israel; the plague killed 14,700 of them
(verse 49)
To put an end to the unrest, God once again used Aaron’s rod for a miracle. God
commanded Moses to have the leader of each tribe of Israel bring his rod or staff to the
tent of meeting, with Aaron’s rod representing the tribe of Levi. Each of the twelve
leaders was to have his name inscribed on his rod. The Lord told Moses, “Buds will
sprout on the staff belonging to the man I choose. Then I will nally put an end to the
people’s murmuring and complaining against you” (Numbers 17:5). They left their rods
before the Lord, and in the morning “Aaron’s staff, representing the tribe of Levi, had
sprouted, budded, blossomed, and produced ripe almonds” (verse 8). Aaron’s rod didn’t
just sprout buds; it brought forth owers and fruit, a clear demonstration of the power of
the One who gives life. Verse 10 says, “And the Lord said to Moses: ‘Place Aaron’s staff
permanently before the Ark of the Covenant to serve as a warning to rebels. This should
put an end to their complaints against me and prevent any further deaths.’
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Hebrews 9:4 tells us that Aaron’s rod remained in the Ark of the Covenant as a
testimony of God’s choice of Aaron and Moses to lead His people. Aaron’s rod was also
a reminder that God does not put up with rebellion against Himself or His chosen
representatives on earth (1 Corinthians 10:10). Those who murmur, complain, and
cause division within the Body of Christ are to be rebuked (James 5:9; 1 Timothy 5:20; 2
Timothy 2:23). God’s plans on this earth are far beyond any single human being. He
desires that we work together, in one accord, to obey Him and re ect His glory

