
Multidimensional Churches and Ministries in a Multicomplex World I 
 
“Our Prophetic Community Witness!” 
 
What does it mean to have a prophetic witness in the community? 
 
What does it mean to be a prophetic witness in the community? 
 
How the faith community respond when there is total community failure? 
 

• Is there a word of Hope when everything seems dead?  
 
KJV Ezekiel 37:11 Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we 
are cut off for our parts. 12 Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the 
Lord GOD; Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come 
up out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel. 13 And ye shall 
know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves, O my 
people, and brought you up out of your graves, 14 And shall put my spirit in 
you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you in your own land: then shall ye know 
that I the LORD have spoken it, and performed it, saith the LORD. 
 
I 
 
Ezekiel is called to access the cause of their captivity. 
 
In Deuteronomy the LORD sets forth a model for the community.  
 
This model was to break Pharoah’s total control over the people. 
 
This model shows us how to live, in a community together. 
 
There are three systems described: 
                          

                                         
 



NIV Ezekiel 22:23 Again the word of the LORD came to me: 24 “Son of man, say to 
the land, ‘You are a land that has not been cleansed or rained on in the day of 
wrath.’ 25 There is a conspiracy of her princes within her like a roaring 
lion tearing its prey; they devour people, take treasures and precious things and 
make many widows within her. 26 Her priests do violence to my law and profane 
my holy things; they do not distinguish between the holy and the common; they 
teach that there is no difference between the unclean and the clean; and they shut 
their eyes to the keeping of my Sabbaths, so that I am profaned among them. 
27 Her officials within her are like wolves tearing their prey; they shed blood and 
kill people to make unjust gain. 28 Her prophets whitewash these deeds for them 
by false visions and lying divinations. They say, ‘This is what the Sovereign 
LORD says’—when the LORD has not spoken. 29 The people of the land practice 
extortion and commit robbery; they oppress the poor and needy and mistreat the 
foreigner, denying them justice. 30 “I looked for someone among them who would 
build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land so I 
would not have to destroy it, but I found no one. 31 So I will pour out my wrath 
on them and consume them with my fiery anger, bringing down on their own heads 
all they have done, declares the Sovereign LORD.” 
 
Ezekiel 22:25-30 describes total systems failure. 
 
The religious system used control. Vs 26/ Deuteronomy 6:1-3 God’s Values  
 
The political system used oppression. Vs 25/ Deuteronomy 16:8-20 Ensure 
justice 
 
The economic system used exploitation. Vs 27/ Deuteronomy 15:1-5 Fair sharing 
 
The prophets used seduction. Vs 28/ Deuteronomy 18:15-19 Hold accountable 
 
The people exploited one another. Vs 29/ Deuteronomy 7:7-11 Obey God  
 
The LORD looked for someone to stand for His standards and His community. Vs 
30 
 

• The LORD is looking for someone to stand in the gap and repair the path! 
 
II 
 
Ezekiel echoes the voice and lament of the community. 



 
Ezekiel 37:11 concludes the entire nation is dry, dead, and scattered. 
 
Art, Business, Congregations, Direct media, Education, Families and Government 
all had failed. 
 

• The nation was in captivity. 
 

• The community had lost hope. 
 

• The community was in despair. 
 
Our hope is gone! 
 

• Justice always hears the cry of the community. 
 
III 
 
Ezekiel is instructed to prophecy. Vs 12  
 
Prophecy is speaking the word of the Lord to fallen systems. 
 
Prophecy is for sacred space, the marketplace, and the public space. 
 
Prophecy brings a word of hope to people in despair. 
 
Prophecy brings a resurrection word for those in the grave. 
 
Prophecy the fair and equitable treatment and sharing God’s bounty among all of 
the people in the community. 
 

• Justice is the prophetic witness in the community.  
 
IV 
 
Here is a Resurrection word today! 
 
Your grave will be opened. Vs 13 
 



You are coming out of your grave. Vs13 
 
You will have a new Spirit put in you. Vs 14b 
 
You are coming into your promise, the land. Vs 14c 
 
The Lord has spoken it and will perform it! Vs 14d 
 

• Justice brings hope to the community verses despair.  
 

• Justice ensures the fair sharing of God’s values. 
 

• Justice holds systems accountable. 
 

• Justice brings shalom/peace to the community. 
 

• Justice ensures it is well with all, who are in the community.  
 
KJV Psalms 107:1 O give thanks unto the LORD, for His mercy endureth forever, 2 
Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he has redeemed from hand of the 
enemy. 
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